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HE following ſheets, containing for the moſt part, the 

complaints of your people, againſt your Commiſſioner, _ 
do ſo naturally addreſs themſelves to your Miyjefty, 
that I could not deny them this inſcription. Some may 
poſſibly endeavour, to render the preſumption more criminal , 
by cenſuring what is this offered, by a concealed hand in a publick 
manner , for a libefling pamphlet : and truly I am ſorry, that 

the mere iniquity of the objeffors, ſhould force upon it ſo much 
-| of a difloyal refemblance; but. ſeeing that it advanceth n>thing, 
 #hich 1 might not avowedly preſent to your Majeſty , on your 
-*, | Throne, and invironed with both your Parliaments, and there 
en 43d juſtifie, in every point ; I am hopeful, that the truth 
id importance of what t here honeſtly held forth, for your own 
nd your Kjngaoms Wy; ; ard not the partiality of any whoſe in- 
tereſt it is to have abuſes covered, ſhall incline you to a more fa- 
vourable reflexion. I muſt alſo tell your Majeſty, that after the 
endeavours that have been uſed, to inform in the more dutiful 
methods, what appears leſs cial in this ( that may be thought too 
communicative) t neverthehſs excuſed by a very loyal expedi- 
my ; for albeit your Majeſties goodnefi be indeed the great com- 
A 2 fort 


fort and hope of your people, ana their loyalty an impregnable 
defence, againſt all fimiftrous ſuſpicions ;, yet this Fyy chm of 
ſome mens peculiar guilt in theſe ſtrange doings , wherein for 
their own ſafety, they have dared to infolwe your Majeſties au- 
chority, may both fortieg. by general conearrence, my weak enter. 
priſe, for your Majeſttes better information ; and alſo ſigaally cox- 
irihute 4g the affiſtancg-and yetief of duty aaginſt too many obview 
rentationss However 4s I ayp ſure, that a ſutceſs in this eſſay, ſt 
rag to the ſincerity 7.Fhe Wfection whenge it flows, is themaf 
Al {abe#®i[b that any heart iS<capable of 50 that your» Alajefhy 
may be conſtantly directed to thoſe counſels and courſes, that mn 
render you the moſt glorious and bleſſed of all Princes, is and ſhall 
be ever the fervent prayer of 
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Four Mapeſties moſt humble, moſt oveaient 


and moſt. affectionate ſubject 
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fo in the year 1650, It pleaſed God to reſtore 
his Majeſty to.th Eſc tis Kingdoms ; with how cor- 
Clal and univerial a joy this c blelling was welcomed 
© by Scotland, is almolc {til recent in CYCTy ORCs 
remembrance: Neither was this j5y a meer rapture of pailion, or 
its demonſtrations corfined to: tranient exDrellions : > if his Majelty 
had done all for himſelf and us, which God did for both, the real 
and folid retributions of our acknowledgement could | hacely Rays 
been more large. I ſhallnot at preſent deicend to a full enumerart; on 


of inſtances, the wile teuour of tae greatelt part ol tne Acts, pait 


in Parliament in the years. 61.and 62. do. make but one entire. evi- 
dence ;, yet there are a few things which do well deſerve a more par- 
ticular obſervation. | | 

As ficit, that, upon occaſion of our former troubles, and as it 
their caule and; riſe. had only been. from the peoples mutiny, ta» 
king advantage of the defects or neglects of the regal POWCr, that 
might have prevented it, We did eitabliſh, both by Acts, OaUlS, 
and {ublcriptions,, his Majsſties prero2 zAUVC, to be abiolute and un- 
controliable, 1m the.caoice of all Officers, of. State, Councellors and 
Judges, and ia and aver. all. matters of peace, war, leagues, DOnGS, 
meemngs, CONVCNONS and Parliaments, with a _diftin: by excluſion of. 
all exceptions. It is true, that many.did even then think..this'a, 
Itretch beyond what the frailties of men, and cafualties oi humane: 
rags can realonably Allow 5 and that It ri no leſs wildonm, to vail 

the facred heights of SOVETAIgNty _ he ſhrein of an uncontro-. 
rerred ſuppofal; tnan to expole them, by Peremprory detcriniaatic, 
Ons, to the cayllings of rrreliitibic exigencies > and therefore did PFc-, 
icr the moderation Gi Our Anceſtors , WRO notWithitancing Lae, 
frequent occurrence. of many more violent PEOVOCALiONS 'S, YEE Git 
evcr aye theſe polats, In that fair indefinitenets, whici GUTY GO 
alwa; 'Y coultr UgZ TO an uny eriality, Wichourt interfeiring With Lne PI'o: y 
tenc.s of necel {icy - But heavens exXtidordinary favour did at that tliny 
{0 {:cond the COnLrancy of our love to a Pruice fy long, withed for, that. 
Gur great perfwalions of his {ingular endoements, without WETRAS: 
roche peevilh cautions 61 {crupulous piudence, Were tae only mealure 

"Ou? concellions, and tierefore. 

* Secondly, our loyairy did net. here ſublilt, bur: notwithſtanding 
that. the fonndeſt. policy. hath always: judged, , the jower 4a the) 
Prince "aud purſe withihe people, to.be the jyſtelt ballance of g9VErn- 
ment ;. yct. we ,, forgetting all prececing diſtreſles , , to reſtifie the 
aþandauice of our alt:tioa by the rarck.indicatioa whereof our 
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Nation is capable; do frankly add to his Majcſties reyenue,, above 
the double of what he formerly poſleſſed'; and do netly grant. 
him, by a voluntary eſtabliſhment, more, 1 am perſwaded, than 
ever his benign diſpoſition would haye exacted , ' upon an abſolute 
ſurrender : And indeed this our liberal offer, was, at that time, 
to rightly eſteemed the utmoſt of our ability, that amongſt other 
motives mentioned in the AQ of Parhament' it 1s expreſ:ly ſet 
down, Thar his Majeſty had ſignified his reſolution not to raiſe any, 
more Seſ# ,, and yet how often , fince that time , our benevolence 
hath by Commiffioners been drawn forth, beyond our power, upon 
pretext of his Majeſties occaſions; the taxations and aſſeſſments that 
have been impoſed on v*, within theſe few years, do plainly-witneſ, 
But | | 

Thirdly, So exuberant were the propenſions of our hearts toward. 
his Majeſty , that as if all this ſubjeCtion profeſſed and liberality: 
offered, had been far ſhort of duty, we further, by an A& enty 
tuled, Ar humble tender to his ſacred Majeſty, of the duty and loyalty. of 
bis antient kingdom of Scotland, mancipate our very liberties and per-, 
ſons to his M :je{ties devotion and ſervice ; and,do thereby i ackyow- 
ledgement of our duty, make bumble and hearty off&to him of twenty thou- 
ſand Foot-men, and two thouſand Horſemen, ſufficiemly armed, and fur- 
mſhed with fourty days proviſion, to be in readineſs upon hss Majeſties call, 
for the ends there mentioned : And by the fame ACt ehe Parkament 
doth declare, that if his Majeſty ſhould have further uſe of their ſervice, the 
kingdom would be ready, every man betwixt ſixty ad ſtxteen, and hazard 
ther lives and fortunes, as they ſhall be called for by his Aajeſty, for 
ee ſafety and preſervation of his ſacred perſon, authority, and govern- 
me:t. 

Fouithl;, That there might be noth:;nz wanting to theſe ample 
expreſſions of our loyalty, the Parliament by another Aſt, 57 duriſi! 
and humble recognizance of his Myeſtres prerogative royal, doth declare, 
r.41 rhe orgering and diſpoſal of Trade with foraign nations, and the laying 
of reſtraints and impoſitions upon foratgn imported commodities, do belony 18 
his Majeſty aad his ſucceſſors, as an undouited priviledze and prerag ative . 
the Crown, and that therefore tiey may dy therein as they (hall judge fit fr 
the good of the King dom. | 
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Pitthly, Toar it might appear tothe world that we plzced the 
ſecurity of-all our 1teteſts, more wn our conſiceace of his Maj ſtics 
Jo0dnels, than on the firmeit provifion .of the Let Laws ; al- 
tiough-the Parliament 1c4 1. was held by his Majeſties Father of glo- 
110u5 Meraory preſent'yn perſan, and many AR: were thre paſled and” 
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{uperſcribed by him, for the ſettling of our religion, and liberties, 
with all the maturity .of judgement, that long and well weighed 
« experience, many and well managed treaties , and Englands media- 
tion, could 'furniſh ; Yet becauſe their luffre ſeemed to bea little 
'Rained, by the ingrateful remembrance of: ſome previous con- 
rentions, wherein It was our m'sfortunte to have his late M: jeity 
differing from us, we at one blow annul that Parliament, and with- 
our other reaſon or diſtinCtion reſcind all its pre cee lings. 
-'Sixthly and laſtly, That for to evidence our unpar: Heled fubmife 
fon, and refgnation unto his Majeſtics pleaſure, and bhuw that, 
arcording to the uſual phraſe of that time, allchat was deareſt tous 
was to ym ſurrendred;, notwithſtanding, that the Nation ſince its 
firſt reforniation from Popery , had almoſt continually oppoſed 
PPrelacy , and after having ejected it, with the feyerelt excluſions, 
had for many years enjoyed a Church-conſtitntion and Miniſtry, 
which at leaſt was highly commendable, for its advancing of true 
knowledge and piety , and in the worſt of times did prove the 
fureſt bullwork of Monarchy : Yet, out of mcer conplia ce with hi; 
Majeſties will, our Parliament doth conſent and the people filent- 
dy-acquieſce, to Presbyteries unexp«Qed overthrow, and Prelacies 
reeſtabliſhment 5 not that the ruines of what the moſt part did e- 
ſeem to be the laborr of their Fathers, ; nd work of God, were at that 
time..unconcernedly regarded, or the conjequences of this alter ati- 
on, which have ſince cnfued, in the leaſt unforeſeen ; but ina word, 
wa King ſo acceptable to us, and to whom we had already given 
all things, we could refuſe nothing. - 
Theſe and other arguments, that then occurrel], of the fince- 
rity and fatisfaftion of our joy, for his Majeſties retura being con- | 
ſidered , I think that.paſſage Pſi. 1.26. was not of old more truly 
fid by thoſe concerned, than we may now directly and without. 
paraphraſe transferr 1t to our ſelyes, viz. That woen the Lord turned 
| Wpaih our Captivity we v. ere like them that aream , then was our mouth - 
filed with laughter arid our tongue with ſinging ©c. But having faid 
ezough of. theſe things, by way of introduction, .both' for clearing 
of ſome particulars, that wi] hearcfcer fall in my way, and al- 
{o-for- abviating any miſtake, that can poſlibly: ariſe, - in prejudice 
vt the country, upon the matters that have been lately, agitate air. ong 
us; "I need not uſe any long deduCtion ofthe intervenient changes, - 
to lead 'us unto: the preſent poſture of our affairs. - 


, 


' "The Farl of Afdaleron Was firſt. honoured with his Majeſties - 
Commiſſion, and did therean. beſtirc , himſelf very yigeroully', but+ 


QVCTt=.- 


: [4] Fo. 40 Corr: 4 1 fk ya ny 
overhaſtning, and overpryſing his work, he ſosn'tentyre.. himſelf gb. 
noxious; 10 that upon the murval jealouſics betyvixt Him and'the Duke, 
then Earl of Lanzerdale, . the Eatl of 1iddleron, In his paſſion miſtak. 
1g the method of billerting, tor that of open voting, and in A moxe 
j:itifiablo preſent nent, than righteous judgement cauting my Lord Lax 
derdale; to be tentenced incapable of publick truſt 5 Landerdalc get. 
ret the advantage ; and managing 1t at Court, by a, bale, inliny. 
arion of Eart Midalerons generous diſdain of his unworthy practices, 
"#1 2 ſhort time he prevails to Meaglterons Oyerthfrow, and as thic cOurte 
his tyidions, Obtains his Commiſſion to be transferred tothe Earl 
of Rez, whom he accompanies Irom Court to this Kingdow, for 


» l 
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Concinding that Parhament. WR, | | 
And in this laſt Seffion thereot it was, that the AC and humble 
tender above mentioned, was paſſed with that exorhirant clauſe, 
offering the ferces therein conceſcended on , to be in readineſs, as 
they ſnall be called for by his Majeſty, to march to any part of his Dony- 
71s of Scotland, England, or ireland, for ſuppreſſing of any forraipn 
mmvaſin , inteſtine treuble, ' of inſinrefion, or ſor any other ſervice, where- | 

this Majeſties honotir, authority, or greatneſs may be concerned, Which, 
r ovgh at that time it was lookt upon, by ſome, as ſuperfluouſly 
expreſs, and ſuſpiciouſly diſtinct ( a general offer, being a more 
agreeable ſignification of duty, and a limitation to Scotland, more 
proper to a Parliaments prudence ) Yet the ſtile and humour of thoſe 
rimes, did eaſily exempr it from particular notice : But what My 
Lord | Lauderdale , Itsprincipal contriver, did thereby intend, 
rime, rhe belt revealer of ſecret deligns, hath ſince ſufficiently dif- 
covered. TO OE 
This Parliament being diflolyed , our new, triumphant Church | 
( a quality, which no Church 6n earth , did yer evenly, bear ) 
came next vpon the ſtage, and bemg fully authoriſed by the laws 
lately made, and then allo armed with their 2:2 Commiſſion , 
they go on, in the years 1564. 65. and'66. with their dear and 
important conformity, at 10 Chriſtian a rate, that 1 verily believe, 
that all men, except a few of our laborious and indefatigable. 
Ghoſtly fithers, . were perfectly thereby tyred ont: what. pranks 
were plaid, tumults excited, and tragedies ated, *in' theſe years, 
by- our revertnd Clergy, as if zxmulous of that Presbyterfan . zeal , 
wnich they uſe ſo horly to decry ,, needs not here be repeated : 
my Lord Lauderdale himſelf , though at 'that time our fole Mini- 
frer, was in appearance, ſo overcome, and born down by them, | 
to adeſpcrate livifferency, that in probability, if the Eail of Twed- | 
= dell 
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Tweadel and Sir Robert Murray, had not come in for his admonition, 
and our relicf, the land might have been reduced to the greatcſt ex- 
tremies. 

But they, having then the honour of his favour, and thereby ac- 
ceſs to repreſent things in their true ſtate, became the happy inſtrr 
' ments of a yery {eafonable deliverance, and afterwards of a more cx 
pedient indulgence; whereby the Countrey was very ſenſibly refre. 
ſhed, and a great part of its diſquiets compoſed : And this was the 
condition of our affairs, when unluckily , in the year 1669. my. 
| Lord Lauderdale, falling into an itch of Grace, and thirſting for alittle 

of that Glory, whereof he had long ſwayed the Power, procures a new 
Parliament to be called, and himlelf thereto named Commiſſioner : 
Now, 1t being from the date of this Commiſſion, that we may tru! 
calculate the riſe of moſt of our late miſchiefs, it will not be anils, 
that, in the firſt place, I ſummarily run over the occaſion, and conti 
nuing of this Parliament, and thereby make way to their more cohe- 
rent repreſentation; and it is notoriouſly known, that the pretence 
made for its aſſembling, was the notion of an Union betwixt the two 
Kingdoms ; but the matter being of great moment, our procedure 
-muſt alſo be very flow paced, and therefore , during all the firſt 
Seſſion, which continued from the: 19. of Oftober unto the 23. of. De- 
cember, all done about it was only the Parliaments anſwer to his Ma- 
xlties letter : Butthe truth 1s, the honour, power, and profit of the 
place of: Kings Commiſſioner being once taſted, did prove by far the 
more tempting ; and therefore the Parliament muſt be continued, for 
proſecution of the thing, in a ſecond Seſſion, which was accordingly 
held, fromthe 28. of 7uly unto the 22. of Auguſt, 1670. and therein 
the Commiſſion for the treaty, is, 1n little more than an hour, expe- 
dited to ſach perſons, as it ſhould pleaſe his Majeſty to nominate, or 
rather my Lord Lauderdale to ſuggeſt. But, albeit that, within a ve- 
ry ſhort ſpace thereafter, this whole project was marred, and its defien 
diflipated like a vapour; yet our Parliament and his Graces Commillt- 
on were ftill kept current, untill that very happily the war, which he 
had helped to bring on, gives him a new colour for a third Seſſion in 
the Year 1672. and thereby occaſton to honour us with 4 third vilir, 
At the opening of this Seſtion, his Majeſtics letters are read, intima- 
ting the war to be the cauſe of their meeting 5 but withal ſtuffed with 
ſuch hyperbolical commendations of My Lord Commiſſioners Grace, 
that Iam charitable to think, that neither his preſumption would havs 
ſerved him to move his Majeſty to ſuch things, nor even his modeſty 
haye conſented that the like ſhould he faid of -him, if it. had net 
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CY 
been a deſigned gallantry for his new amiable Dutcheſs, who by a ne. 
vel practice, had her place prepared, and was there preieit: and 
certainly it is to the ſame reaſon, rhat we muſt aſcribe his breaking 
up of this S:{ſion inthe middle, for leading of her Grace, 7 roi 
eyT47ias about the Country , for ſeveral wceks ; the members of 
Parliament, being lefr to attend their return : and lo after the cloſe 
of this Sellion, which did dure from the 12. of Fuze unto the 19. 
of September, he goes back. again to Court , without any mention 
of a dillolution; which nevertheleſs in his particular, happened well: 
for finding that matters in Ermeland begua to frown, and that in the. 
ſummer 167 3, the clouds thickned exceedingly, even to the threaten. 
ing of an juevitable eruption, at the cuſuing meeting of their Parlia- 
ment 5 If Scor/and , formerly the theatre of his glory, had not now 
preſented as A convenient retreat, he, might have been 1n great per- 
plexity : and therefore , for a fourth time, down he muſt come, onely 
the pretence was not ſo obyious, yet the war not ended, and tie dil- 
orders of the Fanaticks, that have ſerved many a turn, are judged 
ſuſficicnt matter fora Letter, wherein his Majeſty recommending firſt 
the ſecurity of the Ringdom, and ncxt, the ſevere chaſtiſement of 
nonconforming diſorders, concludes with many good words. tn behalf 
of his Grace im the uſual manner : but the 12, of November the 
day of the meeting of Parliameat being come, after, the reading of 
his Majeſties letter, anda ſhort ſpeech made by the Commiſſioner , 
he is greatly ſurprized, to hear a dilcourſe of grievances begun by 
Duke Hamilton, and ſeconded vehemently from every -quarter, fo 
that he had no way to extricate himſelf, but by a ſhort adjournmert, 
a 14d thus,from that day to the 92. of December keeping only five mect- 
ings of Parliament, he, on the one hand, endeayours by redrefling 
the grizyances of the Salt, Brandy and Tobacco, caball:ng with his fe 
adhzrers , and infinuating with tome of hisoppoſites, to appeaſe mat- 
ters; and on the other, he fights and wreitles, with pretences of his 
Majeſties prerogative, and abrupt adjournments, to flaye off morc 
touch'nz complaints z until perceiving all his ground to be loſt, he is at 
length neceſlitated to deliver himſelf by o1e long adjournment for alj 
and to wait fora more fayourable opportunity, from the ifſue of things 
then in dependence in England : but notwithſtanding, that all things, 
doth ar Court and concerning the Ergliſh Parliament have ſucceeded to 
his very wiſh, and that in this 75e-4m, he hath omitted nothing at home 
or abroad,which might diſpoſe affairs to a more prop tious aſpect; yet 
when the mecting of our Parliament 1ecarrs, on the 3%, of 4c), hi 
again,by his Majelties expreſs command,c/ſestoadjourn it unto the 14. 

| ol 


- both Parliament and people. 
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of Oftobey next, to the unexprellible ſarpriſe, and diflatisfaion of 


[48 5:40; 
"Having thusdifpatched the narrative of ourParliament and its Scfſi- 
ons; for the better underſtanding of the cauſes, tHitthave occaſioned 
our diſcontents, and increaſed them unto the preſentUyitemper, it may 
be remembred, that after that the Earl of 4ddleton was laid afide,the 
whole management of our affairs, at Court, was devolved upon My 
Lord Landerdale, as fole Secretary for this Kingdom, neither can it be 


- accounted an impoling, by any knowing perſon, to afirm, that he did 


no leſs abſolutely exerciſe it. 
His Majeſties long abſence from our Country, and his neceſſary un- 


kcquaintednelſs, by rea'on thereof, both with perſons and the condi- 


tion of mattersamong[t us, do certainly extend, and raiſe this em- 
ployment to the greateſt and higheſt truſt : But My L: Lauderdale, ac- 
cording to his »oble ſelf-confidence, apprehending more the controul of 
other mens cfficious medlings, than the leaſt poſlibility of his own miſ- 


| taking, did further improve the thing, by the particular care and cau- 


tion that he took,to have himſelf his Majeſties ſole former as well as his 
ſole Secretary; and therefore,not only upon the pretence of his Majcſties 
prerogative, were our matters, for the moſt part, diſpoſed of above, 
without any previous advice of his Majeſties Council in Scotland ;, but 
ſtriCt notice was alſo taken of all Scotchmen coming to Court ; and to 
attempt an addreſs, or acceſs to his Majeſty , otherwiſe than by My 
Lord Lauderdale, was nolcfs than the hazard of his implacable reſent- 
ment. I need not here mention his ſupine , or rather deligned , 
neglect of introducing Scotchmen to offices about Court ; it 1s 
obvious to every one, that even thoſe vacancies ,, happening by 
the death of Scotchmen', were there, through his fault , diſcon- 


tinued from the Nation : it was alfo his ſtudie and work. as he 


hath often publickly boaſted, to have the Cort Conncil for Scotch buſt- 
nefe, upon pretext that it conſiſted of Engliſhmen , diſuſed and ſup- 
preſſed : But as it 1s evident, that he did draw to himſelf the whole 
lignificancy of our Nation in England , meerly for the augmenting 
of his own value, fo it is no leſs clear that he ordered all things 
amongſt usat his own pleaſure. Thus, from himſelf alone, Privy 
Connliellors are named, Lords of Seſſion and Exchequer placed 
and removed, gifts and penſions granted, Armies levied, and dis- 
banded, General Officers appointed, this Parhament called, and all 
other matters of importance tarnſatted, as he thought good to adviſe 
and direct: And the truth is, that for ſeveral years, the thing was 


quetly comported with, foraſmuch as we did not only conſider that 


B 2 | Tie 


8 ] 
the preſent ſcate and circumitances of our government, did ſome-way 
oblige us to this condition ; but did alſo find,that ſo long as Chancellour 
Hyde d1d force My Lord Laxderaale to conſult more his prudence than 


his humour, hisadminiſtration, though too abſolute, was yet not al. 


together unreaſomble : But, this reſtraint being once removed, and 
his ambition letc at liberty to twell with his proſperity, what ſtrange 
and grievous effects it hath iince produced, elpecially atter his rifing to 
be his Majaſties Commiſtiener, the plain hiltory of things, without 
the periwaſions of any other arguinent, will beſt evince; and becaule 
that the order obſerved, or intended in Parliament, will prebably giye 
molt ſatisfaction, it ſhall alto be the rule of our method. 

The ir{t and great grievance then, mentioned in Parliament, wag 
the monopoly of the Salt, which being by My Lord Lauderdale procus 
red, tothe Earlof Kincaerden his friend, by his Majeſties giſt, allow- 
ing the preemption of Tzland and prohibition of Foraign falt, was 
worth to the interelled more than 4000 U. ſt. yearly ; but not only 
with twice as great a diminution of his Majeſties revenue, but to the 
gencral and heavy diſtreſs of the whole countrey ; it being moſt cer. 
tain, that the Nation was thereby reduced to thoſe ſtraits, that in ma- 
ny places, the poor people were neceſſitated, to ſend ſeveral miles to 
the ſea for falt water, to ſupply their.indigence ; and in other places 
were conſtrained to give 18, or 20. ſhillings ſt. for the ſame quantity 
of {alr, which, before the granting of this Gitt, they uſed to buy for 
3 ſh. and 64. or 4.fh.; o that 1n elect the clamours of the people 
were ready to break out into uproars and tumults. Which grievance 
15 ſo much the more chargeable upon my Lord Lauderdale, becauſe that 
when his Majeſties chief Officers, perceiving that the firſt deſign of this 
Salt-project could not take, and that the conſequences of this gift 
would be very hurtful, did by their letter give full information to the 
Court of the prejudices and dangers lixely to enſue upon it, inſtead of 
prevailing, they were rather chid and menaccd tor being ſo officious. 

The ſecond grievance was, that ot the Brandy-wize, which was 
thus occaſioned , in the Parhament 1663. there was an Act made, Pro- 
hibiting the importation of ftrong-waters, and ſo of Brandy-wane ; 
whereupon, inthe year 1672. my Lord Lauderdale obtains for the Lord 
Elphinſton, who had married his Niece, a gift of this prohibition, and 
"4 the ſeizures that ſhould be made upon it; but the contrivance was 


not to render the Law efteftual, but rndeed to circumvent it, for the 


Patentees advantage z who, 11 place of hindering the import, did give 
to the Merchants licenſes upon compolition at the rate of 15 or 16. ſt. 
per Tun, which would have amounted to at leaſt 300 1, {t, yearky; 
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and hereby vaſt quantities were imported, without the payment of 
either Cultom or Exciſe, and yet vented again in the Countrey art ex- 
cellive prices. 

Tae third grievance wasa gift of 24 4. per pound upon all Tobacco 
imported;this gift was granted 1n the year 167 3.to SIr Fohn Nicolſon for 
himſelfand ſome other of my L. Lauder dale's friends, who were his par. 
takers wvhereby they ſhould have made a conliderable benefit, but with 
the damage of,at leaſt, or 300ol.{t.yearly to his Majeſtiestreaſury.and 
the great extortion of the people. Theſe were my L."ZLanderdales wile 


and faithful improvements of his Majeſties prerogative in the matter of 


Trade, which he was1o inſtrumental to have declared, and indeed are 
perverſions ſo palpably groſs, that comparing events with their cauſes, 
a man may find great reaſon to doubt whether my L. Lauderdale did 
not intend theſe very abuſes as much in the framing, as in the viola- 


ting of theſe laws: and yet when they came to be complained of in Par- 


lament, what oppoſition and indignation he ſhewed,even to the ſtrain- 


ingof his Majeſties ſacred authority, in its moſt tender and delicate part, 


many hundreds can teitifie. Neither can it be alleadged that the things 
were firſt moved in Parliament, not for a redreſs from my L. Commilli- 
oner, but in order to a repreſentation deſired tohave been made to his 
Majeſty. Becavle that, firſt they being-ſo enormous, and yct inſtances 
only, and not the whole of our grievances,a repreſentation to the King 
was not more neceſlary for an adequate remedy,than for future preven- 
tion. Next, the matter of the Salt had already been fully remonſtraced 
to his Majeſty by his Officers of State,and by my I . Lauderdales procure- 
ment, a ſharp rebuke, inſtead of a gracious relief, was a] the return, 
as have already marked. But laſtly, it is moſt probable by all circum- 
ſtances, that if it had not been from the tear, and for the diverting 
of this repreſentation, my L. Lauderdale in place of hearkning to a xe- 
dreſs, had,according to the inflexible conſte.:cy of his great ſoul, inthe 
Royal ſpirit of Fharaob,and with the brave Politick of Rehobozns young 
buffs, anſwered theſe turbiftlent murmurers, you are idle, you aie idle, 
your yoke 1s heavy, but I will add thereto. ; ; _ 
However neceſlity, at this time, prevailing, theſe three burthens are 
removed, to the peoples great comfort, and his Majeſties conſiderable 
advantage. But here it is that we are to remark, that the thing where- 
in his Grace did find himlelf moſtly concerned, was the propoial made, 
as I have touched, that his Majeſty. ſhould be by his Parliament in- 
mediately informed of the true Rate and condition of the kingdom ; 
and indeed his Grace was thereby ſo hutly alarm'd, that-lttle moro 


| liberty of ſpeech was allowed, or order obſerved ; . but immediately his 
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Majeſties prerogative is pretended, that nothing ought to be moved in 
Parliament,except by the Lords of theArticles,that to them complaints 
_ and overtures ſhould be firſt made; and, 4f by their vote thrown out, 

they ſhould proceed no further: and therefore not only were all 
motions offered in plene Parliament checkt and interrupted with this 
coinmon anſwer, to rhe Articles, Þut the Parliament was certihied by his 
Grace , that it they ſhould all agree to have grievances Otherwile 


created and conſidered, he would interpoſe and hinder it by his great 
nerative, 


Now, becauſ2 that this pretence of the priviledge of the Lords of | 


the Articles, was juſtly lookt upon by all conſidering men, as a virtuz| 
fubyerſion of the power and liberty of Parliaments, alike prejudicial 
both to his Majeſty and the kingdom, it may be obſerved, 

Firſt, That this meeting of the Articles, by its lalt eſtabliſhment, 
conſiſts of eight Biſhops, choſen by the Lords, eight Lords, cholen hy 
the Biſhops, and eight Commiſſioners of Shires, and eight Burgelles, 
choſen by the eight Prelates, and eight Lords, firſt elected, jointly to 
which were added by the Commiſſioner, the Officers of State. 

Thirdly, That in the contending for the power of this meeting, it 
was aſſerted, that not only all buſtneſs muſt be by the Lords of the 
Articles, and by them only tabled in Parliament ; but that, it in thede. 

dates upon their reports, any new thing ſhould be ſtarted, the Parlia. 
- ment ought not to take notice of it, further, than to return the whole 
matter to the meeting of the Articles, to be there entertained or ſup. 
preſſed at their pleaſure. 
* Thirdly, That it is manifeſt from all our Records, that the rife and 
conſtitution of this meeting, was at firſt by the tree appotnatment 
-our Parliaments, who thought fit to aame certain of their number, fer 
framing ſuch overtures, as were oficred for the pnblick good, into 
Articles to be enaCtted for Laws, according to the anticent form; and 
therefore, it being at firſt diviſed by the Parliament, as a ſimple ex. 
; pedicnt for order and diſpatch, it was allo, both inconſtant in its he: 


ing, and yartiant in its numbee- andmethod, according as the Parlia. 
- ment did ſee cauſe. 


Fourthly, That as this mecting was in effet the Committee of the 


Parliament, for preparing laws; lo it is very well known, that there 
was another more antient meeting ordained by the Parliament, and 
called, Dom ad querelas, Or (if you will ) the Committee of Crievances, 

which having continued in allt!mes, was only diſuſed in the ſecond 
Seſſion of the Parliament 166 1. to the efteCt that private affairs. which 
ia the firlt Sefton of that Parliament, when our ordinary Courts were 


no. 
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20t ſet down, had taken too preat a current that way, might atter 


their reſtitution, return more eajily To their proper channels. | 
Fiftaly, That the Act of Parliament of K.F. cth, appointing [our of eve- 
ry Ejl ate, to mc twenty aays before the Parliament to receive all articles 
and ſupplications, and deliver them to the Clerk, of Regiſter, to be by hum 
preſented to the perſons of the Eſtates, to be conſidered by them, to the ifffF, 
that things reaſenaile may be formally made and mak to the Loras of 
the Articles, inthe Parliament time, and frivolous matters rejetted;, doth 
no ways countenance this exorbitant power of the Lords of the A414 
cles, it being maniteſt, by the order therein ſet down of preparing 
matters by a previous mecting, and their ſubſequent forming and 
preſenting, by the three Eſtates, to the Arricles, that the Parliaments 
power of firlt receiving, and then commuting matters to that meetne, 
was not, at that time, ſo much as the ſubject of the queſtion. But, 
the only thing intended, was the orderly tabling of things in Par- | 
lament, as 1s yet further apparent, by what is there ſabjoined, viz. chat 
no Article or ſupplication wanting a ſpecial title or unſubſcribed by the preſen- 
ter ſhall le read or-anſwered inthat Convention (10 wit of the tour of eve- 
ry Eſtate ) or the Parliament following the ſame, Which is a proviſion, 
jo clearly preparatory to the meztting and work of the Lords of the 
Articles, that it is indeed ſtrange, how men could have the confidence, 
to obtrude this At, even to his Majeſty, for proving their pre- 
tended prerogative ol rhe meeting of the Articles over the Parliament, . 


which, I dare affirm, did never before this time, enter into the ima-- 


piaation cither of King or Parliament ſince they were known in this - | 
Nation. | 

Sixitily, T hat in the Parliament 1663. where my L. Lauderdales in- - 
fluence was very eminent and ſignal, there was a particular Act made, 
for ſertlang the confruntion and chooſing of Lords of the Articles in-all time 
thereafter, Whereby It 1S Cﬀpreisly provided, that the Lerds gf the. 
Articles ave to proceed, in the difckerge of their truſt, mn preparmg of 
Laws, Acts, and overtures, and oracring of all things remitted to them . 


by the Parliament, and in doing every thing elſe, &c. Which words 


remitted to tem do,, 1M their obvious conſtruction, and moſt received - 
lignification among us, very evidently ſuppoſe, and hold forth, the 
power, and uſe, of propoſing to be in the budy of the Parliament, and : 
that the Lords of th.e Articles are to act upon theirreferences, as thelr - 
Committee, | En | 
Which arguments being well perpended, and the unanimovs - 
ſuffrage of reaſon, law and ſenſe. that do plainly fay, that no 
Court can or ought ta be cypherized by igs own MIN, Leng.: 
\ereto. 
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thereto added ; 1 think 1 may, without difficulty affirm , that his 
Grace by attributing to the Articles this preeminence, and ſuperin. 
tendence over the Parliament, and thereby depriving 1t of its juſt lj. 
berty, did direQly impugn, and highly derogate from its authority 
and dignity ; and fo became guilty of a greater grievance, than any 
of thoſc, which he laboured to avoid. It's true, he wanted not cogent 
enough motives, for what he did; he ſaw, in the firſt place, that the 
meeting, of the Articles, (whereo? he ſuppoſed, that his former care, 
. with the obſequiouſneſs of the Biſhops, would gain him the plurality ) 

was his only refuge, from the terror that he became to himſelf in the 
apprehenſion , that otherwiſe his aftings might come to be 2uly 
diſcovered by a faithful Parliament to a gracious Prince : And next, 
the Parliament had, out of their exceeding tenderneſs of duty to 
his Majeſty, teſtified, in their preceding Seſſions, ſo much comply. 
ance with all his hamors, as well as deference to his charaTer, that he 
had fully aſſured his ambition of their eternal ſubnuſſion 5 neither 
was this aſſurance a groundleſs flattery ; for he knew, that he had 
put the matter to the proof, upon ſeveral occaſions: as Firſt, When 
upon a vacancy falling out in the meeting of the Arricles, the Parlia- 


ment did allow him to ſupply it by his nomination. Secondly, When | 


contrary to the received cuſtom ( and yet without contradiction ) 
he cauſed exclude from being preſent at the meetings of the Articles, 
all ſuch members, as were not thereto named; to the effect, as it is 
probable, that the body of the Parliament, being leſs prepared, might 
the more implicitly go along with all their concluſions : and Thirdly, 
When in the third Seſſion of this Parliament, upon an overture made 
by a debate about the ſumptuary Act, that the ſummer ſeſſion might he 
taken away, he paſſionately bluſtered out, that, for that very pre- 
Jumptiof, the thing ſhould not be done ſo long as he was Conmilſtoner, 
with many other tooliſh words to this effect: yet in all theſe he was 
tamely born with. 

© But, albeit theſe things may poſſibly excuſe his being ſo untra- 
Qable to free reaſoning, with which he had been {o little acquaint- 
ed; yet it remains ſtill a matter of juſt wonder , that at lealt the 


mtereſt of his Majeitics authority, vilibly expoſed by ſuch an into- | 


terable ſtretch, did not oblige him to a better behaviour, in {o con: 
cerning a conteſt ; For as much, as 1t 1s evident , that if the pru. 
_ denceand loyalty of the Parliament had not reſtrained , nothing elſe 

could have retrived the prerogative, fromthe inconvenience ot this 
hard dilemma, either of being ſubjected to a neceſiaty regulation, or 
_ of being the. occaſion of a ſceming breach betwixt the King and his 


People, 
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people. But the Parliament being reſolved to decline that point , 
with their utmolt circuniſpection, chuſed rather to maintain their poſ- 
ſeſſion, by an unealie exerciſe, than to aſlert their right with the ſmal- 
leſt umbrage of oftence, not doubting, . but that his Majeſty would, 
indue time, determin the controverkie to their ſatisfaQtion. . _ 

And therefore leaving it as it ſtands, 1 ſhall again return to 
my main work, and proſecute our grievances , in {uch order as 
the members of Parliament found acceſs to move them in : only,ſeein g 
that their endeavours had no better ſucceſs, than to provoke his 
Grace to break up this fourth Seſſion, with a two months ad- 
journment, I ſhall here handle them more fully than they. were there 

"The fourth grievance then is , the corruption of our Mint and 
Coinage, Whereot my Lord Hatton the Duke of Lauderdales brother 
is General : this complaint was grounded in the univerſal clamour 
of the people ; who have found, for theſe ſeveral years, that 
the intrinſick value. of our {ilver coin 1s ſenſibly diminiſhed , both 


in its weight and fineneſs, to the Nations great damage , and 


diſhonour_:; beſides it doth add to the reſentment, that the ſame 


. Lord Hatton having ſome years ago, filled the Countrey, with a 


light copper coin , without oblerving , either the quantity , or 
the weight and value preſcrived , was nevertheleſs by my .Lord 
Lauderdales means , iecured and indemnified : It 1s allo remembred, 
that the better to enable him to this depravation of our ſilver 
coin, the Dwich doliars, called the /eggdo!lars, uſually imported 
by our Merchants, and current amongſt us at 584. per piece , 
were cryed down by the Duke of Lauderdalcs procurement, to 564. 
for no better reaſon kowr, than that they might be brought in fot 
bullion, tothe Mint-tonie, tor his brothers benefit : But though , 
that ail demanded in Parliament about this matter was, that there 
might be an examination of the coin appointed, and an account 
yen of the bullion, which hath been long neglected ; yet the me- 
morial given in for tizat cfiect , was not regarded : It is true that 
my Lord Laugerdale.aſterthe Decemb. adjourament of the Parliament. 


' 
cd move his Mazelty to writ a letter, and thereupen bring the buſi. 


refsto a tryal, beiorethe Conncil; but ina manner fo partial, that 
i nrofes it 1s my admiration, how any man ſhould have a con- 
fidence ſtrong, enough for fuch practices, The ſubjett of onr 
complaint 1s the {ſtock ot our current money, and ail appointed by 
his Mzjzſties ictter, 18 that there ſhould be a tryal made upon the 
Eſſay boxe, and the pieces therein containes : 1 ſhall not fay, that the 
: C Over - 


LC 14 ] 
overſight thereof hath been altogether in my Lord Hattons own 
power and truſt theſe years by-palt, yet 1o certain it is, that this 
box or pixis hath been of late fo greatly negleCted, that one of my 
Lord Commiſſioners friends, appointed for the examen, could not 
for bear to ſay, that they were met to ſee whether the Officers of thy 
Mint were as much fools as they were ſuſpetted to be knaves : but notwith. 
ſtanding this the tryal goes on, and moreover the pieces are not brought 
to the eſſay ſeverally, but the whole (with what mixture of finer 
Pieces coined and conveyed in on purpoſe, to compente the baſer, 
who can tell?) is melted down together in one maſs, and there. 
upon the effay made, and the report thereof , with ſome ſmall 
lignots, ſent up to the King ; which proving (to beſure) according 
ro the deſign of the contrivance, his Majeſty within theſe few days, 
tends down a ſecond letter to the Council, ſignifying his fatis 
faction, and willing Hatrron and the reſt of the Officers to be exo. 
nerated : But when this letter is read, it is oppoſed that the prie 
vance of the Mint had been tabled in Parhament, where the try; 
ſhould: alſo be ifued ; that his Majeſties firſt letter did only order 


a tryal to be made of the effay boxe, which it either falſified, o 


otherwiſe eluded, could not be a ground of releafe to the Mint- 
Officers, ſo long as it was manifeſt, that almoſt the whole of the 
current coin is defeftive and debaſed ; and laſtly, there was offered, 
a bagg of money lately received out of the Mint Office , fealet 
with the Officers ſeals, which they could not but ſtill acknoy: 
tedze , and it was delired that there might be a tryal made on the 
{pecies thercin contained, Notwithſtanding all which, my Lord 
Commillioner , and the plurality of the Council , procced ani 
vote an exoneration , conform to his Majeſties lait letter. Noy 
is not this a nuble way of redreſling grievances, to purge the At 
thor and leave the thing untouched ? nay to make the greatel: 
aggravation that can be of his failing, viz. the corrupting or fry 


ſtratins of rhe cheque, the beſt ground of his clearing , and all 


this contrary to the reclaiming evidence, of almoſt as man 
witneſſes , as there are pieces of his Majeſties coin Minted 1n Scur 
tthyd4; it being certain that amongl(t hundreds that have been tryed, 
yery few have been reported to be ftandard. 

The fifth, is the filling of our Courts of judicatory, eſpecially on 
Sion ( which is the lupream for adminiſtration of Juſtice ) wi 
4tnorant and inſufficient men : This 1s a gricyance fo notorious that 
} am forry , that it leaves me not {o. much as the {hadow of : 
complement , w forbearing to name the perſons > Sir Azadre 
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Ramſey, one of the four lately brought in by my Lord Lauderdale, 
being queſtioned in Parliament (as we ſhall hear) did voluntarily de- 


' mitt in his Graces hands; and yet lam aſſured that I neither favour 


him, nor wrong the other three , when I give him the preference 
both as to parts and knowledge. But the evil doth not here 1ubliſt ; 
irs more affiicting progreſs is, that in effect my :Lord Lauderdales 


all-ſwaying power , his brothers headineſs, and other mens baie- 


neſs, have introduced that partiality , both in the Seſſion and 
other Courts , that the very foundations of Law and right, are 
like to be ſhaken 3 as was ready to have been inſtanced in Parliament, 
in ſeveral late deciſions, prepared for ſeconding the Memorial, given 
in for a tryal of this matter : And this was alſo the cauſe of another 
oyerture then thought upon, and ſince moved to his Majeſty, viz. 
that there ſhould be a methodical digeſtion of our laws, and that 
the rules of judgement ſhould be rendred more fixed and certain: 
but in place of a remedy, theſe things were all adjourned with 
the Parliament, and ſince their breaking up, new practices have been 
uſed to make the caſe more deſperate: For there being, 1 February 


ſt a ſentence zzterlocurure pronounced by the Lords of Seſlion, in 


an action betwixt the Earl of Dumfermling and Lord Amon, the Lord 
Amond finding himlelf thereby grieved thought good to protelt, 
and appeal to the King and Parliament - but my Lord Commil- 
loner looking on this as a novelty (albeit it wanted not preſidents, 
and that even his Graces Father , who was himſelf a Lord of 
the Seſſ:zon, did more, in appealing from the Seſſion to the King, 
only ) layes hold on the occalion , and ( as it's like) as well to in- 
rratiate with the Lords, as to reach ſome Lawyers who had dil- 
pleaſed him, the Lords are by him moved to write to the King, 
complaining of the thing, as contrary to ſeveral Acts of Parhament, 
and of dangerous conſequence ; to which an anſwer is as quickly 
returned , ſignifying bis Majclties dilpleaſure againſt it ,, and orde- 


- ring, the Lords to inquire, by my Lord Amond and his Advocates 


their oaths , who were its contrivers : But when the buſineſs 
come to be examined, my Lord Amond owns the Appeal , and 
adheres to it in the ſenſe wherein his Adyocates, by a reſolution 
under their hands, bad affirmed it to be juſtifiable , viz. rhat , 
althouzh by Atts of Parliament, there did lie no ſuch Appeal from the 
Lords, as Could ſtop their proceedings, or the execution of their 
ſentences z yet ſeeins the Parliament was the abſolute ſoveraign Cont of 
the Kingdom, and hath ſometimes upon complaint reſcinded the Lords: 
their decrees » an appeal by way of proteſtation , to relicve the ap- 
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pellant of the prejudice of 4 conſtruttive acquieſcence , mi7ht be lay- 
fully made from the Lords to the King and Parliament. And that this 
they conceived themſelves bound to affert, leit they ſhould con. 
travene the law, that fo:biddeth all men, under the pain of 
Treaſon, to impugn the {upream authority of the Parliament. Bur 
albeit both his Majeſties Advocate and others of the Bezch gaye 
their opinion ,, that ari appeal wn this ſence 15 not apain{t Layy, 
and none of the reſt did or can allert the contrary 5 Yet my Lord 
Commiſſioner ſtill pouſieth on , and will have my Lord 4nd, 
Advocates to depoic upon oath, about its contieyance-; where. 
upon the Advocates do, on the' other hand , anſwer as. poſ. 
tively, that the appeal being owned by my Lord Amond, and of 
fered by them to be juſtified, there - was: no more ſubject of in. 
quiſition; that his majeſties'letter did {uppole the thing to be nn- 
lawful, and no man was bound , in a matter of that conſe 
quence , to give oat againſt himſelf ; that, by an cxpreſs 
law, men ſhou!d nct be required to - give oath ſuper inquirenais ; 
and lattly, that by their: oath, as Advocates, they were bound 
not to reveal the lecrets of their Clients, whereunto the oath 
demanded ſeemed to tend. And to this Jalr point the whole hody 
of the Advocates do joyn , and declare thcir concurrence. Br 
notwithſtanding theſe aniwers , the Lords refuſing to tran. 
mit the Advocates reaſons , write up a ſecond letter, acquaint 
ing the King with their denyal. In which heats and diſputes , 
unnece/jarily draga on , by my Lord Commiſtoners ſtraining 
humours, about the authority both of King, Parliament and Lords 
of Seſſion , and after a lecond appeal made 1n the ſame manner, 
the Lords according to ther vival Dyet, break vp until the 
firſt of Fre , whether to the increaſing, or abating the erie. 
vance here mentioned, 1 leave it to others to judge, and to time 
to determin. 

The ſixth grievance 1s general pifts of his Majefiies cafinaltics, 
tuch as the oeneral gl of Wards and NTATTEAGeS to the Ear] of 
Kincaerdey, contrary to expreſs Acts of Parhament , and to his 
Majcſties grcar prejudice, and the vexativn of his ſubjects : For 
theſe cauſuaiiies, being of an undetermined extent, as nncertain 
2s the death of Vaſlats, . and ordinarily attended witii many r- 
cumſtances , whereof his Majeſtics equity and goodneſs can 
only belt arbitrate; the rcalon both of the Jaw , and ale orhis 
Mzjeſtics and his ſubjects their intercit , egauſt all {och gilts, 15 
abundantly oby;ous Neitner 15 the aggravation, arijing iron 
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the perſo ns, the procurer : and the purchatzr, Teſs confidera- 
ble; the Duke of Lauderdale and Earl of Kincaerden are, both cf 
then!, Commiſiioners of his Majzſhes Treaſury, and alio cxtraog- 
dinary Lo:ds of the Sefſiozv, ſo that being doubiy ovliged, b 
theſe two great and Þ Jouralle trults, equaily to intend | his Ma- 
jſtics advantage , and the obicrvation of Vis laws, their delin- 
quency In this point, cannot but be accounted. a high miſdemea- 
m_m_ which to excule, by ſaying, tiat, notwithitanding the gift, 
ation hath been thereon founded ; but at] proceedings Carti- 
d on in his Majzſties name, and by bs Officers, aftcr the uſu. 
al form; when in the wean time my Lord Kincaerden doth treat, 
wh. compound and takes up the profits of all ſentences, what 
s it elſe fave to acknowledge a tranſgreſhion of the ſenſe, in the 
manifeſt circumvention of the words of the Jaw? - It is-true that 
this gift is not the firſt of this nature that. hath been pranted-: 
Immediately aſter his Majeſties return my Lord Lauderdale and 
ethers gOt A git of all preceding cafualties, and the Earl of Kja- 
caerden had allo a Prior giſt ſor three years, whereof this is only 
a enemas long by viitoe of all which many thoaſands of pounds 
have Leen very rigorouſly cxacted: but jeemg, there can be 
hardly any thing more anrcafonable +; than to pretend a pri- 
viledge in evil from ncns ſorbearance, It is cyident that thefe 
things, do- enly render th EFIevance dons, more grie- 
yO1S, | | 
Tie three Jalt grievances, having been moved in Parliament, 
immediately b:fore 1ts December adjournment, before ] pals to 
GENCI nn gs that were not moved , I ſhai briefly narrate two 
other Pallages , thit vicie thonglit: alio to influence it. The 
oy ts frat be of cone {\ir. Paterſon Dcan of Edeaburgh;, this man ,. 
Hor the firZ conilict in Periiament about a repreſentation to be 
made to his Majeſty , preacring beſore tne Commillioner, ' was 
pleaſed to tell Fs 2oditorS , flat ſom er nies God for the ſts of a 
people would raiſe ip 4 favwinti Abi010M 16 flatter, and kils them , 
aid to flea! away tneir pearts, by bemoxzning thei $71ee Vances, and 


fayino that theer matters Were £660 and right, but there was no man 


acpures of the Kinz to hea tine »m , Until at "bent .a Sineba the 
of Bichi1, ſport arie to forn 4 the Trumpet of rebellion Perl ag 
Ve have 10 pare 21 IJIAav1 id . (FC; £001 ith any Moe words to this: 
purpole ; winch Q:;t ourie 5 bi all its circumſtances, | carry- 
Ng ar 2 lexiila rclfic%ion upon ſome members of Paritament, 
30) that fo obyiouly, that notwithitanding that Mr. Pate; fort 
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did ſwear, that he thereby intended no particular perſon, yet, 
unlels they had been exſpired, it was impoſlible not to think 
them deſizgzzed > there is thereupon a complaint exhibited, craving 
that Mr. Paterſon might be called to account for ſuch ſeditious 
ſpecches; This the Commiſſioner would at firſt have waved, 
and then, finding that it was like to be warmly prelſed, he agrees, 
that the examination be committed to the Lords of the Clergy ; but 
although a competent time was given them, and their report of- 
ten demanded, yet it was {till declined and delayed without any 
Luc. 

\. The ſecond ſhall be about Sir Andrew Ramſey : This man ha- 
ving bcen Proveiſt of Edeabur2h under Oliver, and complyed with 
him to the height of being Knighted, and thereaiter getting him- 
ſelf re-knighted and re-entred Proyeiſt by the Earl of 4:ddlerons 
favour; upon his diſgrace, very quickly ſtrikes in with my Lord 
Lauderdale, with whom, and the tradeſmen of Edenburgh , he by 
his long practiſed arts of flattery and bribery, did ſo might- 
ly prevail, that after having been ten years Proveiſt, and in that 
time domincered over the City , and enriched himſelt by their 
rents and moneys at his pleaſure, he dreamed of nothing lels 
than a perpetual dictatorſhip : What kind dealings , during theſe 
years, were betwixt my Lord Larderdale and him 1s ſufficiently 
known, the office of Proveiſt which never had before either fee or 
jalary, yet now by my Lord Lauderdales procurement in behalt of 
his favourite, hath a penſion of 200 /. {t. yearly, annexcd to it. 
Secondly, the Militia being eſtabliſhed, the Proyeiſt is mage Colo. 
nel, andhis ſon Major of Ederburgh regiment, and with a 100. /. It. 
to the Major of yearly ſalary. Thirdly, Sir Andrew having , nel- 
_ ther for a-juſt price, nor by the faireſt means, got a title to a 
bare inſignificant rock in the fea, called the Baſs, and to a publick 
debt, both belonging to the Lord of Warchton, my Lord Lauder- 
dale, to gratific Sir Andrew, moves the King, upon the pretence of 
this publick debt, and that the Baſs was a place of ſtrength ( like to 
a caſtle in the Moon) and of great importance, (the only neſt of 
Solen geele in theſe parts) to buy the rock from Sir Andrew, at the 
rate of 4000 /. ſt. and then obtains the command and profits of it, 
amounting to more than a 1001, ſt. yearly, to be beſtowed upon 
himſelf, But beſides this, there was allo here an open recipro- 
cation on Sir Andrews part 3 tor it having pleaſed his Majeſty, 
about the ſame time, to perpetuate to the Town of Edenburgh 
2 giſt, which they had enjoyed for ſome years by temporary 
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[. 39-1 

grants, Sir Aadrew takes this occaſion to expreſs his gratitude to his 
Patron, and repreſenting to the Town, how much my Lord Lauder- 
dale had befriended them in that matter, he perſwades them to ac- . 
knowledge it with a benevolence of 5000 /. ſt. Fourthly , my 
Lord Laxderdale procures Sir Andrew to be made firſt a privy 
Counſellour , then a Commiſſioner of the Exchequer , and laſt 
of all a Lord of the Sefſioz, although the beſt breeding that ever 
he had for theſe employments, was that of his being once a Mer- 
chant. 

But here ill-natured envy, malitiouſly diſdaining theſe ridiculous 
preferments, and taking the advantage of Sir Andrews manifold 
maleyerſation, incites firſt the murmurings of the Citizens ; and 
then at Mfchaelmas, 1672. the oppoſition of ſome. of their Coun- 
cil, againſt his continuance in office : Nevertheleſs Sir Andrew, al- 
beit with extream wreſtling, gets through for that time, and to 
prevent the recurring of the like difficulty, thinks fit to inform my 
Lord Lauderdale, that ſome fattious perſons had ifirred up tumults 
to diſturb his eleCtion, and thereupon his Majelties letters are direct: 
ed to the privy Council, ordering them to examine the matter, and 
report: When the privy Council received theſe letters, the moſt 
part were not a little ſurprized, to fee a command irom Court to - 
enquire about a tumult, alledged to have been made in the place 
of rheir reſidence, whereof they had not before heard ; yet in obe- 
dience, albeit there was as good as nothing found, the report was 
made, which all men judged would be the clole of that affair : Bur 
Sir Andrew being reſolved, notwithſtanding that the, body of the 
City was generally {ct againſt him, to carry allo the next clection, 
the better to prepare for it, obtains by my Lord Lauderdale a 
Letter from the King, in September Jait to the Town-Conncil of 
Eaenburgh, reſuming the ſtory of the tumule, and thereupon or- 
daining Mr. Rowgheed their Clerk to be removed from his office, 
as being thereto acceflory, concluding that his Majeſty would fu- 
perſede to determine as to others, until he ſhould be informed 
ol their behaviour in the eniuing eleFftion : I ſhall not mentt. 
on all the little infolencies, . wherewith Sir Aadrew - did execute 
theſe orders againſt that Gentleman the thing conſiderable 1s, 
that all that heard of this letter, and how that thereby, con- 
trary to law, the right of the Clerks office was arbitrarity taken 
from him, without being heard, and the Town-Council allo 1t- 
directly. over-awed in the ircedom of their cleCting, did look upon 
the impetrating thereof as a moſt dangerous precedent, threar- 


LI SLIFS 
>} 


{ 20 |] 

ning every mans property and liberty, and therefore, not only 
was the Clerk encouraged to raiſe an action declaratory: of his 
" right and for re-polletion , but my Lord Lauderdale perceiving , 
that the general reſentment was juſtly levelled againſt PRs 
as the principal author of this tngh attempt, he again by a | 
cond act, impoſing no leſs upon Ins M:jz!ties Covdneſs, t han by the 
former he” had abuſed his juſtice, moves his Vajeſty to write a ſe- 
cond letter, ordering Mr. "Rene beid to be reſtored, without the 
leaſt acknowledgement, to a place » from which, not ten weeks 
before, he had been. by the ſame methcd, removed as a ſeditious 
incendiary : Theie then and ſeveral other of Sir Andrews high 
miſdemeanors , having deſervedly occatoned a complaint to be 
exhibited againſt him in Parliament , the Commiſſioner , obſer- 
ving well what might be its conſequence, and yet unwiling open- 
ly to undertake his defence and patrociny, conlents that the 
matter be referred to the Lords of the Articles, and there apain 
o)tains-that the tryal of the things charged , ſhould be remitted 
to the ordinary Courts: Burt the Parliament knowing as well as his 
Grace that thoſe exo; bitancies that flow from the. abuſe of fa- 
VOur, are year coloured with ſuch conveyances, as plain 
and poſitive laws, ( to which thele Courts are tyed, ) do rarely ſuf. 
pect and fo very ſellome provide againtt ; do therefore {til infiſt 
that the Lords of the Articles would bring i n their report; 
whereupon my Lord Commiſſioner, underſtanding better than any 
man Sir Arzerews guilt and his own acceiiion, as a fit expedi- 
ent, both to appeaſe © the people » and to decline fo concerning 
an accuſation; upon the Sabbatin, wheedles Sir Androy unto a 
_ voluntary dimiſſion of a'l his places and employmentz, and up: 
on the Tueſday thercafter acjourns the Parliament; and how he 
hath ſince endeavoured to repreſent him both here and at Court, 
as if he alone were chargeable with all his offences, is abundantly 
known, 

I have been the more ample in this narration, becauſe that, WIL 
all reverence to his Majeſty, (whom I know to be wah Dtely removed 
trom all communication in my Lord Lauderdatcs DIUgY Prat Nces | 
and proportions alto being obſcrved, and the parallels daly com: 
menced {rom the year 1662. I do indeed take Sir Andrew Ram- 
#.y with reference to my 0, Langerdale and the Ciry of Eaen- 
6:%, to be a very exatt model of Lauderdale him(elf, in order 
70 i133 Najelty and all Sceftland, and theretore the more ngrateful IS 
he conidens, that der tuch a piefling conviction, ſhould not re- 
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Fevehis Majeſty and the Kingdom, in compleating the ſanilitude by 


{.onrancors dimiſhon. 
Having thus gone thorough thefe motions made in Parliament 
abour the-M:nt, Lords of Sefſton, general gifts, Dean Paterſon, and Srr 
Andrew Ramley, I now proceed to thele other grievances, which, ai- 
beit not allowed to be brought 1n, were notwithſtanding intended by 
{yeral members, and, 1n probability, would have been the principal 
points in the repreſentation which was overtured, to be made to his 
Maielty. | 

The ſeventh grievance then 1s the accumulation of eminent offices tp- 
on ſingle perſons : | ſhall not here reflef&t upon the ſufficiency or inſut- 
ficiency of any, I heartily wiſh that all men were as careful to cover, 
as I am willing to conceal their-weakneſs ; but the plain ground of 
complaint is, that my Lord Landerdale hath procured to himſelf, ad 
the Lord Hatton his brother, and to the Earls of Athol and Kincaerden; 
his- particular. friends, not Only- the moſt conſiderable, but alſo the 


* far greater part, of the more important charges of the Kingdom; 


to the viſible WCeaKening of the Government, and to the detri- 
ment 'of- his MajeKtes fcrvice; thus the Duke of Lauderdale him- 
Af, 8, | 

1. Preſident of his Majeſties Council. 


Sole Secretary. | | 
One of the Commiſſioners of the Treaſury. 2” 
Captain of the Caſtle of Edenburgh. - r 


Captain of the Baſs. 
Agent at Court for the Burroughs. 
One of the four extraordinary Lords of the Seſſion: and 
. ( for who knows how long it may continue ) his Majeſties high 
nmiſſtoner and all that it rmports. - 
The Lord Hatton is, 1, Treaſurer depute. = 
2. General of the Mint. OV Goo 
3. One of the Lords of Seſſhhon. - 
The Earlof Atholeis, 1. Lord privy Seal. 
2, Lord Jultice General. : . 
- 3. Captain of the Kings Guard. _ | 
4. One of the four extraordinary Lords of the Seſſion. 
: The Earl of K#ncaerden is one of the Commiſſioners of the Trea- 
ury. : WEN E 
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And 3. one of the four extraordinary Lords of Seſſion. #7 
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Principat oli, es are tne Rays, as it were, 'of a State, and their di- 
ſtinction is not ſo much determined by their objects, as by tne 
BroPortionanic CUPACHICS ENAL moit , 6+. thetn do. require; bclide 
2518 the multitade of: Counſelors tizere 18 ſafety, To in the multitude 
oC MYicers Ceres ji rength, and their right diitribution doth not mare 
ercOurage Virtue and reward Merit, than 1t ſettles the adminiſtration 

of rhe kingdom by a jult ballance, and thereby becometh equa!ly ad- 
-aNtageous tor the peopiesg 2004 and the Princes ſecurity: But humour 
2111 ambition do putt at fuch creeping politicks. My Lord Lauderdals 
bath aHo introduced the abule of gifts of the reverſions or ſurv:Vances of 
»l4ces to children and boys, and tuch are the gitts to my Lord Hatton 
and his ſon, of the Mint office ; to Sir Charles Erin and his ton, of 
the Lyoys Office, and feyeral. others of that nature ; by which conti- 
prance of offices, that, at molt. uſed to be conferred ad vitam, Nis 
Majeſty is deprived of that excellent part of mis treaſure, which, with 
av expence, rewards! virtue beſt, and is indeed, tha only fond of the 
molt obliging gratifications. 

| Fhe eighth grievance & the mal-aimm/ſiration and profuſion SY, TH 
Mij #(lirs revenue: 1 he clearing; of this head, in its twll extent, would 
Tequire a more prolix and accurate computation, than is proper for 
my preſent work ; but that L may give is ifs necetfary evidence, and 
allo diſcover more fully the truits and effects of my. Lord Lauderdale; 
miniſtry, I hall only here fer down, m-general, firſt woat foms of 
money he and his three” friends-have got m donatives : and SecandeIy, 
what. ſums they receive yearly by t their places and pentions, as hath 
been made appear on {ſeveral oteations by a particular condeſcen. 
dence. My Lord La#derdale then , hata got m donatives within 
thele few. years no leſs than 26900. 1, It. "and may be reckoned 
ro have yearly, lince the year 1669. thathe waSappointed Commili: 
oner,.16350. /.\t. 

My Lord ELzton hath g got in Jonatives to the value of 1 53CO , . and 
hath moreoyer yearly 1196. /. it. beſide he hath the profhrs of the Mint 
andbullion, which laſt cid render in King 7ames his time 1000. marks 
Scots weekly, amounting yearly to 2560. l. {t. 

The Earl of A:vvle got latcly by nes 3590. |. ſt. and poſleſſeth 
yearly 1450. L. it; | 

'Fhe Egzl. of Kinoaerdens gettings by xealon of the nature of his 
eiſts and places, cannot be fo ealily computed , but that they 
mult be very. confiderable , by his:genepal gift; of Wards and 
Marriages, - which: te Hath had Above taete three years, may be 
evidently gathered, trom the benefit that he hath made, by ſome 
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of thoſe particular. obyentions , | which have been compounded 


tor by him, at, or above, the rate of 1000 /. | how mucn then may 
be reckoned, by all that fall overthe whole Kingdom ? he gotalſy 
the gift of a ſhip wrackt in Scherland. As for his yearly incomes, 
belide his penſion as one of the Commiſſioners of the Treaſu- 
ry, he hath allo all the perquilits of the Admiralty, and yet over 
aud.above ſhould have bad by the gitt-of the Salt, ar leaſt 2cog). 
vearly. Now whether theſe be 11or exccſlive largefſes, to fuch per- 
jans, tor ſuch ſervices, and 1n the more honeft than opulent King. - 
dome' of Scorland, 1s eaijle tO be judged. 1 grant 1 have indhuced 
in. the total of my -Lord Lauderdales :yearly ſums, the - penſion - 0 
500 /. it; which/he procured out of our Exchequer, tv his Dutchels, 
when {ſhe was only Counteſs of Dyſerr, and not his married wife ; but! 
{uppole:that their then circumitances being conſidercd, . the errour 


wil be -exculed, with lels pain than it would have been for me, 


to make the diſtinftion. 1 need not here ſabjoin how that, beſide 
theſe. above-mentioned ſums, almoſt all penſions and 'pgifts have 
been-beſtowed, theſe years -bypaſt, according to his. Graces plea- 
{ure; his ipower in our affairs being in effect an omnipotency, 
this part .of it 15 not to be doubted, . only it is to be regrated , 
that in all thele exceſſive givings , fo little reſpect hath been had 
to"thoſe, who have merited moſt of -his Majetty, both by their 
a&tings-and ſufferings - But the thing that I 'eſteem more worthy 
to.be- noticed, is, that although ſince his Majeſties reſtitution, his 


_ revenue in Scorland hath been much above the double of what it was be- 


fore, and though his caſualties have been exaRed with abun- 
dance of diligence, and great and vaſt ſums otherwiſe levied by 
fines, taxations, and aſfleilements, without the: leaſt burden ei- 
ther of monies exported for his Majeſttes uſe, or of foraign war ; 
yet throvgh a ſtrange miſgoyernment hath all been waſted; and 
conſumed at-. home, without any vitible improvement for the 
publick-good, or fo much «s the proviſion of one Frigat, for the 
defence of our coait, or conyoy of our merchants, in theſe times 
of war. 

The Ninth grievance and fountain of all the reft is y Lord Lau- 
derdales exceſſive greateſs , tar above what, either the Kingdony, 
or himſelf can bear -1 have already obleryed, * how - that before 
he was Commiſlioner , he had, by realon'ot his being. our. ſole 
Secretary and | Court Mimter , the ablolate rale 'and diſpoſe: of all 
our -concerns; an interpoſition ungrateſul enough to 'a people, 
lo alfeCtionately dutiful -to his wad | have alſo marked ; 
;! 2 witl; 
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with what a ſevere. jealouſic he dcbarred all Scotch-men from 
any acces or opportunity, fo much as to ſpeak to his Majelty, 
otnerwiſe than- he pleaſed; a practice no leſs dilleryiceable to his 
Majzity, than diſobliging to free tellow-ſubjefts:; I might in- the 
third pl ace add, that, as his Majeities neceſlary ablence hath occali- 
oned to. us tic unhappineſs of my Lord Lauderdales domination, to 
his Graces ablence allo, for the moft part, at Court, doth- further 
fubject us to a more bale and dilingenuous dependence upon. his crea- 
tyres and fayourites,nay oftentimes eyen upon his ſervants,with whom 
it is well known, that men did. ordinarily trapfact for, the.obtain- 
Ing and 4 expeding ol vifts And HSPATUreS, and that it was, eſpecially 
by. his Graces lervants, that perſonal protections to debtors. were 
moſt abuſively mpetrate : But ieeing the greatelt part of what | have 
ſaid, hath been, to ſet forth the miſerabl2 iſſues of Lauderdales 
obſcuring and eclipling grandeur, I [tail in this place only note, 
now. by his. cxaltation to be. his Majeſties Commiſſoner, . this noxi- 
QU$ exhalation came as 1t, were to be conlolidate into that malign me- 
teor which hath reduced us unto the afflicted and diſconlolite eſtate 
in which we do at preſent languiſh. I neednot repeat, . that it was 
for the attaining to this . high! and unaccountable power, that he 
deviſed the: calling of, this Parliament, upon the pretext of an Uni- 
on, -no leſs groundleſs 18, 1ts project, than vain in 1ts ſuccets ;,-nor 
hall 1 reſume by what means, and tor what empty reaſons, the Parlia- 
ment hath hitherto been kept currerit : That the office of Commiſſ 
erer 1s a thing altogether extraordinary, and only warranted Wy. my 
particular occaſl on, and ſpecial effe&t for which he is ordained, 
point {o certain, that to affirm the contrary, would be no leſs co a 
treaſonable attempt, -to ſubyert the very- foundations of this free 
Monarchy. When in former times Committons of this fort- vere 
granted ( which yet we do not hind to have been 1 ule unity after 
King James his going to England ) both the Commuthons and the 
Parhament uſed to. be terminatcd in one fefſton; the firit that ad- 
ventured upon the innovation of adjourning Parliaments for a 
long time, and continuing his Commiſion in the interval, was 
the Earl of Adaletoa, and yet, notwithitanding of all rhe high 
{trainings that were then in faſhion, and that the Earls work 
could hardly. be foener compicared , this ſame Lauderdate did fo 
far rcſent ir, as to make Middlerons drawing out of his Commiſſ- 
'Qn ( though for little more than two years). an article of his accu- 
fitiov. But now that: my Lord Lauderdale hath hin:{vlf por 1N- 
to the power, he. hath preſumed to protrect. It, now more fhan 
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four years and a. hall, with fo little appcarance of any neceſſity? 
that on the contrair, we plainly ſee, how that te hath beth h.nder- 
od the Parliaments proceedings, and endeavoured to fruſtrate all its 
late mectings : which, as It 1s a maviteſt violating of the ancient, 
and natural conlttntion of our government, 1o the unneceſſary 
continuance, and arbitrary and frequent long adjournments of this 
Parliament, hath contributed exceedingly to the increaſe of our 
burdens and diltreiſes. But the truth is, that ſuch hath been his de- 
Portment in this eminent trult, thar it 1s now become his beſt {ecori- 
ty; and what at hirft his ambiton did proudiy contrive, his conference 
if guilt doth now oblige him, no lels tenactonſly, to maintain; ſe 
that our remedy and reliel jn this our deſolate and abandoned condi- 
tion, remains only with God, and his Majefty, in the return of their 
favour, 


From which conſideration , as much as for the obviating of 
milinformation , it pleaſed the Duke of Hamilton , and Farl of 


Tweddel, with ſome other Gentlemen, after the adjournmenr 
of the Parliament in December laſt, to go for Court, with the in- 
exprcilivle ' good liking of the . whole Countrey, who from their 
faithful repreſentation to his Majeſty , did confidently expett an 
cntire deltveratice. But my Lord Lauderdale, that he might ſhew 
himſelf no lefs croſs to, than he was averſe from, ſuch a loyal entcr- 


prilz, omits no obitruction that he could Jay in the way, and firſt, by 


a. pitiful fellow in Berwick, whom he had before corrupted to 
ſpy and intercept all free correſpondence,. he cauleth feile  dc- 
tain priſoner, and ſearch Sir William Carnegie a member of Par- 
lamcnt, in his-Patlage through that Town tO Londen, Secondly, 
having, by the fame hand, get ſome packets intercepted, he very 
uageitilely tranſmitts them to Court, and without reſpc& to the vio- 
lation done to the common jntercourle and good underſtanding of 


the two nations, Or regard to that: tenderneſs which moit men. 


do retain for thew Countreys henour,, he obtains for: his Intel-- 


ligencer h13 Maj.ities approbation , and a. reward of 501. ſt. opt: 
of our Exchequer. TI hirdly,. by the ſame means, and jn. the fame: 


place, he cnacavours to atiront. Duke Hamilton and his company. 


in thcir paſiage, by a fſuipicieus queſtioning of their attendants. 


and refuting them the conycnience of a mghts lodging, which, . 
how far it was contrary to the gencrelity of” the. Governorr, 
then abſent, and the civiliry of the Citizens, they ſince fully evi-- 


denced by that noble reception which they. gave the Duke in his - 
icturn., And laltly, my Lord., Lander gale .impoles fo. far' ppon his 
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Majeſties good nature, as to move him to diſcountenance a Gentle. 
man, ſent before by Duke Hamilton, under a groundlels pretcxt tug. 
veſted by Lauderdale, that he had been one of Ofzvers Sequeſtrators, 
contrary to that prudent and benign part of tneaCt of Indemnity , 
prohibiting the remembrance of all odjou: names, whereof his Maje- 
ity hath been alway moſt tender. | 

Bur notwithRanding all theſe rubs , and many other diſcoy- 
razemeits, Duke Hamslron and Earl Twedgdel being arrived ar 
Court , do there very freely and faithfully acquit themlelves , 
1m a full and particular account of al} things, relating to his Majeity 
or the Countrys intereit. I need not here ſtan], to give the |tory 
by retail ; it is like that rhe impreſſions were various , but in a 
word the reſult was the ſame with the period Which we have 
heard was put to all the .good votes and refolves ofthe Englilh 
Partament 5 however having had the good fortune to hear acciden- 
tally of a Letter, and aſterward to.{ce its double, which, Il am cre: 
dibly informed, was delivered unto his Majeſty, much about the 
time that our'Lords were there, I have thought good , here, to 
jet down, for pnblick fatisfaftion , its juſt tranſcript. The ad- 
dreſs of the Letter was, To the King, and its date and tenour as fel- 
lowcth, 


Edenburgh, Fan. 27. 1674s 


S 1 R, Cf i nodes | 
| Er the oſcurity of the perſon, with the zeal of his fe flicn, excuſe 
the manner, & maker of this aadreſs, I proteſt, as in the preſerce 
of God , that it 1s without the privity, oF knowledge of either party, 
and nothing leſs, than the importazt concern of your ſervice, and the 
Cruntiics peace, could have conſtrained to it, : 
I need net lay before your Majeſty, the mary akiſes that Scotland hath 
of tare ſuffered, The urvoerſal and mot pinchinr grievance of the Salt , 
with rneſe of the Blandy aud Tobacco. are confeſſed ,, and: redrifſed- 
Neither are theſe that remain, leſs maifeſt, to wit , ignorant and 
infuth tent Judges, a light and baſe coin , general gifts of Wards 
and Marriages, general gifts of the pains of penal ſtatutes, the ac: 
nation of eminent off cos upon lirgle perſons, and theſe allo 
Juch 


(_ 27 ] 

tvch as are of ſmall merit, gifts of the reverſions or furyivances of 
cfhces, mvaltons upon properry and liberty by the impctration 
of private Letters, nnneceilary , long and frequent adjournnicars of 
Parliaments, the continuing of a Cumimilſioner in the interyalls of 
Seſſions of Parhament, the milmannzement and profuſton of your 
Majeſties revenue, and laſtly, the 2xcellive greatnels of a State Mi- 
nilter to the excino!1 of all others from free acceſs and application tv 
your Majeſty, with the many evils that do thence preceed. 

S I BR, Theſe preſſures are ſo heavy in themſelves, & have ben && 
are ju affluting and d'ſquieting to your poor people, that 1 am confident , 
were 2t poſſible for you to reflec upon them , - without obſerving by 
whom they have been procured, yiur Mijeſties Tuſtice would not ſooner 
prompt you to the remedy, than to a ſtrict inquiry and animadverſion 
againſt their authors, yea mave Tow, even tn the firſt place, to call out, 
with Ahaſuerus por the occaſion , Who is he and where is he that 
durft pretume in his heart todo lo ! But feeing that your Majeſty, in 
okr unparaileles gooancſs , doth ſeem rather to incline to a gracious 
relief with a healinr compoſure of all differences, than to notice paſt 


 miſdemcarionrs , I ſhall oumy in all humility preſiune to ſay , that 


whatever may be your Royal clemency, yet certainly the cauſers of 
theſe wrongs cannot be the ju inſtruments of an effettual and ſatisfying 
reareſs, | 
Your Majefly 1s not nnacquainted with the untoward and croſs proceed. 
ings of the laft Seſſion of Parliament. It your Commuſſuner was je- 
wncaſie, and dijobliging, in his mmterruptings, and aajournngs, when nothme 
was craved but the remedy of ſico things, which buth yeur TMajeſtus 
ſervices, and y ur peoples crycs, did wſtantly demand ;, can it be - ex- 
ſrefted , that tn ihe things that remain ( ſo much the more grievous,and 
arjuſtifiable , that he and a few of his friends are moſtly therein imter- 
efted ) be will be more complacent ! Nay Sir, it is evident as the lithr, 
that all the repugnzncy , that we hath kitherto ſhewed , with his hish 
pretendings , and [tretchings of Jour Majeſties prerorative in the wm 
ftuution of the Loras of the Articles , beyond what tne nature aid 
dranity of Parliaments will bear, hath plaunty-been to prevent the pro- 
ereſs of your Parliament to this Tryal. The juſt and neceſſary motions | 
for examining his Brothers coin , and the Lords of Seſſion, waere- 
of the weakeſt are his friends ,, did provoke - hn to aa abrupt' adjowrr.. 
ment \ ſince that tune what. arts bave been” uſed , and what me. 
thads practiſed, for gaining particular perſons, and ſirengthning 0/ 
the party » is too well krown'to' all, to be unknown to our Majeity 
He hath indeed trhonght good ta: aiuticipate: the Parl ament «rn toe matter 07 


» 
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the Mint, but in a way ſo partial , and cluſory , tat wrether yay | 


Aajejty, yeir Parliameit, or your perple be thereby meſt injured, 75 hari 
to be determined, So that HPOH the waule matter 4 conftuertag » that 
tnings ta Controverſie do purely reſpceh your peopies 'geod 5, atid 
the one and, are pr j.cuted with the moſt legal intertions of ſuch, 
W:z0 HAVE AVAYS been fank{ul to Your irtcreſk, and yet, on the oth 
part are frull oppoſe d with obſtinate partialiry, and untrattable hy. 
mours, It 1s beyond all queſtion, that the enſuing Stſſto7s , if huliy 
by the ſme Commuſſioner , will neceſſarily be attcacied with the fi; 
mer, if not greater heats and diſorders. T cannot alſo forbear to wi 
your Mcjfty, that hitherto your people are perſwaded, that in all thy 
 faſferings, your Majeſty hath been more abuſ.d, ana impoſed upon the; 
they themſelves, how expedient then it is that this perſwaſtn ſhai! 
ftill continue, and that theſe mcident errors of government (hou 
be at leaſt gently expiated, by fixing them upon the true aWtnrs, yur 
Majeſty, who hath always valued your ſelf ſo nuco upois your pr. 
ples offettions, can only beſt judge, ſecins therefore that your peapl 
have been oppreſſed by a malverſation not mare irritating 11 #ts ef, 
tran tm the obſtmacy wherewith it is defended, and that they ex: 
petr relief from your royal goodneſs, with an aſſurance aot .to be aiſay 
pointed, without a very ſitrprizing confuſion : and laſtly, ſeeing nothin 
is deſired or wtended in order to the Duke of Lauderdale, to which |; 


himfelf ouzht not, both in duty and prudence moſt readily to tyre; li 


cheſe in all humility ſolicit your Majeſties tranſcendent bouiity, . 19 coſe 
the following propoſals, which are not more eaſie in thenſclves, 1h. 
will prove moſt eff cetual, at once, to diſſipate all evil appcaram 
ſtore ro this your ancient Kingdom, that ſerene peace, winch w:1! 
atfettion and duty again to flouriſh im moſt ſionificant cio 
ments. | 
1. Firſt, That a new Commiſſioner be named, an1 appointed to 114.11 
ext Seſſion, amd conclude the Parliament. 
2. That the Duke of Lauderdale be confirmed 12 his places of 
fident of the Council, and one of the Commuſſtaners of the Trca{,\, 
and have your Majeſties iademnity ratified ia Parliament for all 1 
paſt- CT, 
5. That there be two Secretaries named, and appointed ts reſide at Citi 
per vices, for your Majeſties impartial information in all aff airs. 
+. That the other emuent offices be duly dijtrivnted and conferred ir 
ecjerving perſons. 
5- That the Cemmiſſioners of your Majeſties Treaſury, with ſuch: | 
you ſhall be pleaſed to add to them, be appointed to conſider the rerc.14l, 


114 
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and its charge, with the beſt means for its regulation , ana tmprove- 
ment, and to report. | S 

6. That men, knowing inthe Law, and otherwiſe well qualified, be nam- 
ed to the vacancies that are, or may be, in the Se{lion, through the removall 
of ſuch, as the Parliament, on tryal, ſhall fiad to be inſufficient, 

7. That neceſſary inſtruttions be given ts your Majeſties Commiſſuner , 
for the due redreſs of all other grievances, and alſo for quieting and re- 
moving diffatisfattions, in matters Eccleſraſtich, | 

8. That there be paſt in Parliament an att of oblivion and indemnity for 


the eſtabliſhing of the minds of all your good ſubjets. 


SIR, Theſe things which may be almoſt, as ſoon done, as ſaid , will 
infall:bly prove the high advancement of your ſervice, and firm ſettle- 
ment of this Kingdom to which I hope that an exceſs of favour, to 
any one ſingle perſon, ſhall never preponderate. SureT am , were it poſ- 
ſible, that your Majeſty could be but for one day an unſeen obſerver , 
amongſt us , of the preſent | ogg of things , and diſpoſition of perſons, 


you could nat , without wonder, think,, how that any pretenaing to loy- 


_ alty , ſhould have obſtrufted theſe, or ſuch like remedies as are here 


propoſed © I might alſo here offer to your Majeſties more ſerious thoughts, 
a paſſage recorded 2. Sam. 19. 5,6, 7. and recommended by the ſuitableneſs 
of ſome of its circumſtances, to the preſent caſe 5; but ſince I am far 
from thinking, that the D. of Lauderdale is to your IAajeſty as Abſolons 


to David, or that the diſcontents with us are ſo danterous or threatnins, 


' 4s 15 there intimated ;, and ſeeing 1 do as little know , how to (eparate 


Toabs mulitary and rude paſſion, from his dutifull and Zealous aftection, 
I truſt that God ſhall by more gentle and ſweet tnſluences, wclize your 
Majeſty to ariſe and ſpeak comfortably to your ſervants. | 

* The words of the paſſage, hinted at in the cloſe of this Leiter, are 
"theſe : And Joab came into the houſe to the King and {aid, Thou haſt 
* ſhamed this day the faces of all thy ſervants, which, this day, have 
*ſaved thy life, and the lives of thy ſons, and of thy daughters , 


| *and the lives of thy wives and the lives of thy concubines, in that . 


* thou loveſt thine enemies, and hateſt thy friends: for thou haſt 
«declared, this day , that thou regardeſt neither Princes , nor 
«ſervants for, this day, I perceive, that 1f Abſolow had lived, 
«and all we had dicd this day, then it had pleaſed thee weil 5 now 
« therefore ariſe, go forth and ſpeak comfortably unto thy ſevants : 
jor I ſwear by the Lord, if thou:go not forth, there will not tar« 
*ry one with thee this night ; and that will be worſe unto thee, than 
*all the evil that befell thee from thy youth untill now. 


E. En But 
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But albeit; that-all material in this Letter, was. preſſed by theſe: 


Noblemen , and many other things repreſented. that might havye 
tended to the good of the Kingdom, tuch as a #zgeſtion of or laws 


ind rules of judgement, formerly mentioned, 4 releaſe of all arriers- 


of Taxation and Seſs preceeding the year 1665, 4 aiſcharge of the an- 
auity of tithes, and a ſettling of the order of Parliament accoraing to known 


rules and preſidents , And laitly that rothing was omitted that 


might give a fatisfying evidence in every point, yet my Lord Ly 
derdales fuggeſtions and influences do more prevail, and Duke Hani! 
#072 is difmilſed with fair words : However it being promiſed that the 
Parliamentſhoutd fit at its day and grievances be redrelled, and allo a 
period put to my Lord Lauderdales Commiſſion , my Lord Hamilton 
haſtens homeward, with extraordinary - difficulty, in reſpect 
both of the rigour of the ſeaſon and the infiirmity of his health , 
to attend its Dyet on the 34 of March, which was the very next 
day to that of his arrtvall : But inſtead of a Seſſion ſo much ex- 
need - by the people and all the members of Parliament (who 
had” novy waited about four months and were better conyencd than at 
any time before ) all do meet with the diſappointment of a blunt 
adjurmnent, anto the 14. of Oftober next, and accordingly the Parlia- 
ment is adjourned. ” 

Aﬀer theſe our more formed and general grievances, I might 
here ſabjoyn ſome ſmaller notices, relating to my Lord ZLuiderdales 
way and behaviour, not impertinent to the things that we have al. 
ready heard, ſuch as firſt his arrogant undervalue of Parliaments, 
diſcovered by thatexpreſlion ro his Majeſty againſt the E. of 14ddl- 
z0ns lervices, Sir if you had femt down a Dog with your commiſſion avout 
his neck to Your Scotch Parliament, he would have done all that E. Mid- 
dleton hath done. 2dly, his nfvlent treating of ſome members, 1n this 
preſent Parliament;-as when he commanded one Mr. Wrlzam .Voor fun. 
marily to priſon, becauſe I think, hedeſired that atter the order of the 
Engliſh Parliament Acts might be, at leaſt, thrice read, beſore they 
were voted, or fomewhar to this purpoſe; and 1n his courſe ſtyle 
asked another, for having in his modeſty ſaid, We, tor 1, what Sir are 
there oy mice in your arſe ? 3dly, his contemptuous flighting of Duke 
Hamilton , and molt of the anticnt Nobllity of greatelt intereſt 
and conlideration in the Kinzdom-, whom he did. not to much as 
allow to be named to be of the number of the . Commiſtioners 
choſen for the Treaty of the Union hetwixt the two Kingdoms, 
athly , his ſtrange inconftancy in his friend{hips, acted meerly 
by tis humour or advantage, as witnels lus dealings with the Earls 

| Ol 
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of Rothes, Tweadei and Arpile, Sx Fouctt. Murray, Duke of 0:12, 
Earl Shaftsberry and others, whora according to occaſion he hath 


both careſſed with * open flattery , and rejefted with proud 


prejudice. Fifthly, his regardleſs neglect of the countryes intereſt , 
to gratihe indigent or covetous perſons of his dependence, by 
procuring for them gifts of the pains of penal ſtatutes , as to 
Sir Fohn Moncriefe a gift of the pains of Non-conforming within 
the Shires of Perth and Fyfe. To '...'. Scor of Ardreſs and 
Major Borthwick., a gift upon the Maltmen and Brewers; aud to 
the ſame Major Borrhwick another vexatious giſt , called ordina- 


rily of peck, ana bole. Sixthly, his prophane complement to the 
Archbiſhop of Saint Andrews, coming one day to viſit him, Com: 
 #n, my Lord, fit down hereat my right hand until I make all your 


enemies your footſtool. Seventhly, his dull and malicious Jeſtings, a 
gainſt his old practices, and acquaintances, as when one Gay at 
his table he fatd , he could pray as well as any Nonconformiſt , 
and fo begun a long complaint to God of covenant-hreaking and 
other fins to their derifion 5 and when at other times he hath intu}- 
ted over them in their appzarances before the Council, by a rc- 
proachful remembrance of by-paſt courſes, fo that fome of them 
have applyed to' him the old remarque, omns Apoſtata ſue ſefts 


ofor - But it is not to theſe only that he confmes this humorr , 


he makes it ſerve alſo in other occurrences ; as when it was faid 
about grievances , that they ought not only to be redrefled, 
but prevented for the future , he anſwered with much noiſe , 
that this was like an overture of the Commiſſion of the Kirk, G&. 
as if in effe& his fancy were leſed with the remains of his old 
Hypocriſfie. But paſling theſe things, that may favour of a deſign 
of perſonal refleftion, which is truly far from me, it may be to 
better purpoſe to ſuſpend a little the clofure of this relation, in two 
more important remarques. Go 
The firſt is, that in the firſt Seſſion of this Parliament, and for its 
firſt Aft, his Majeſties Supremacy was. enacted ,, whereby 7: 7s e- 
clared not only that his Majeſty hath the ſupream authority over all 
perſons and in all canſes withia this Kingdem , and that by virtue 
thereof , the ordering of the external Government , and policy of 
the Church, doth properly belong to him + but that bis Majeſty, and 
his Succeſſors may ſettle , enalt and emitt ſuch conſtitutions, afts, and 
orders , Concerning all eccleſcaſhical perſons , meetings and Matters 
(a word infinitely extenſive, comprehending the all of Religion ) 
as they in their royall wiſdom ſhall think fit. It 18 true that this was 
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unanimouſly conſented to by the Parliament, and it is as well known, 
that all that the Parliament had in view, was the efftabliſhing of his 
Majelties power and authority, for the better confirmation of alit- 


tle indulgence, then lately granted to ſome Non-conforming Mini. 


iters, and the more effectual checquipg of the loyal Clergies mur- 
murings, who pretended to a Negative in theſe affairs. But that 
the Duke of Lauderdale had quite another deſign, 1n the paſling of 
this Act, even the raiſing of his own credit and conſideration at 
Court, and the agerandizing of himſelf, by an accefſion to that 
power, whereof he then had, and ſtill hath the ſway, did quickly 
diſcover it ſelf, in its firſt application, direed againlt the Arch: 
Biſhop of Glaſgow, for my Lord Lauderdale having conceived an 
irreconcilable grudge againſt this Gentleman, moſtly becaule he 
nad on ſome occaſions addrefled himlelf to the King, otherwiſe 
nan by him, the poor Biſhop 1s menaced to have articles exhibited 
againſt him, before the Privy Council, and thereupon 1s conſtrain. 
cd to dimitt ; But this is not the fole Act, wherein my Lord 
Laiudersale hath propoſed to himſelf the ſame aim :; I have already 
ſhewed hows that the ACt 1663. entituled an hiamble Tender, Cc. 
and offering twenty two thouſand men to his Majeſties ſervice, was 
eſpecially of Lawderdales framing, and it is very well known how at 
Court he hath often ſince that time valued himſelf very highly up- 
ON it: But now being Commiſſioner, his induſtrious advancement oi 
what at firſt was only more generally agreed to, doth exiibit a more 
ſatisfying diſcovery, and therefore we lee, with what care, 1n the 
very next Act to that of Supremacy , he goes about to ſettle th: 
Militia, not as a fhmple, Countrey-conceit, for the better trains 
of men to the uſe of Arms; but upon the more martial baſis, and 
for thoſe moxe noble ends of the former act, and hwmble. tender. | 
will not for all this, ſay, that at that time he had in proſpect the 
great things whereof he hath ſince been ſuſpected, yet I make no 


doubt, but, thateventhen, he looked upon the Supremacy and tht | 


Militia, ſo ſettled, and in a manner, both in his own hand, as being 
the Kings Commiſſioner, as two brave leading Cards, wherewtti 
ſuch a Court-gameſter as he, in the many chances and changes that 
do there happen, might ſometime or other come to do mighty 
feats. I love not to heighten, let be to create jealoulics, nor have | 
any faculty in the ſearch of hidden and dark, counſels; and therefore 
do very unwillingly take up, or allent to, vulgor reports of my Lord 
Lauderdales after-engagements, 1n arbitrary and popiſh projects : Ne 
vertheleſs, ſuch indications as run into a mans eyes, can hardly 


be 
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be diſſembled. It may then be remembred; that, when in the 
Summer 1672. the Cabal at Court, was 1n its aſcendant, and Lau- 


 derdale got to be on the top of &, and that matters in England 


were come toa very manitelt criſzs; my Lord Lauderdale about the 
ſame time goes for Scotland, and there procures a new Act of Militia 
to be made, ſtatuting that all perſons, who ſhould be therein enrolled, 


ſhould be entirely reſerved for that employment, ana that both Officers and 


Souldiers ſhould take the oath of Allegiance ( which with us includes 


_ alſo the Supremacy, ) and is, J {uppoſe, a ſucramentum militare 


without a Preſident ) and by another Act he obtains to be im- 
poſed a twelvemonths alleſlement, to lie for a ſtock, of money for 
their proviſuon, and that upon this expreſs narrative, viz. That as 
the Kingdom of Scotland will cheerfully hazard their lives and for- 
tunes in the war againſt the Dutchs or any other cauſe wherein hss 
Majeſties ſafety, honour, or intereſt may be concerned : So mm order there- 
wmto, they have ſo ſettled the Militia, as the forces of the Kingdom may 
be in readineſs, when-ever his Majeſty ſhall be pleaſed for theſe ends to 
make uſe of them, Which things in Scotland and England being 
laid together, and the ſtrange twiſtings of the Supremacy that makes 
ſo large a ſurrender of matters of Religion, with theſe Acts of 14:- 
litia and Maintenance, declaring a readineſs for any expedition, &c. 
being well weighed; I think it may warrantably be affirmed, 
that if there was any extraordinary deſign at that time in agitation, 
my Lord Laxderdales hand, in probability, was deepelt in it. Net- 
ther can the Parliaments concurrence, 11 conſenting to theſe Aﬀts, be 
pleaded for his excuſe : For as much as It 18 certain, that their pure 
and ſingle intent was a dutiful expreſſion of their loyalty, for. 
which they have always judged that no words capable of a fair ſig- 
nification, could ever be too ſignificant. I need not adduce their 
unacquaintedneſs with ſecret tranſactions for their purgation.; he 


that can imagine, that Scot/and would have conſented to that: hea- 


vy afſeſlement, out of any other motive, than their abſolute and 
mplicite affection to his Majeſty, let be in any thoughts. of favou-. 
ring Popery, is widely miſtaken, both of our riches and religion : 
And therefore it may well be concluded, that as the 1] fayoured aſpet;. 
of the At and Humble Tender, &c. and Acts of 141itia eniuving on it, 
toward England, with their ill- contrived alternative, or for any other 
ſervice wherein his Majeſties honour, authority, or greatneſs may be concerned, 
were at firſt the dictates of Lauderdales vanity,and have often ſince been 
the boaſfings of his ambition; ſo they do plainly enough evince, . his. 
black acceſſion to thoſe. other myfteries, whereot he hath. elſewhere 
been acculed, The: 
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" Theſſecond remarque ſhall be concerning my Lord Lazuaerdales ad. 
miniſtration in Church affairs. 1t is not neceſſary to remember how 
that Earl 224daleron in his Parhament thought fit, to. correct the rigour 
of Presbytery, by the heights of Prelacy, and what a ſcvere venge. 
ance of conformity, the Biſhops did thereaſter execute, upon the 
whole Countrey, for their former complyance with , and retain. 
ed affection to. their brethren of that miniitry: O when {hall 
Princes know, wherein the rrwue power , and peaceableneſs of the 
Goſpel doth lye; and deliver themlelves and their people from 
the pedantry and hypocriſie of all Church-pretenders! However the 
extreme diſtreſs, whereinto theſe Epilcopal perſecutions had 
brought the Countrey, did in the year 1669. (as I have before re- 
lated, ) move the compaſſion of fome more moderate perſons, to 
obtain for it the eale of that ſmall indulgence which was then 
granted : for the better cſtabliſhment whereof, it was ſuppoſed 
( as 1 have ſaid): that the Supremacy was thereafter 1n Parliament 
enacted. But that the Countrey might the better reliſh this fa. 
vour, and know how. to diſcern his Majelties, from his Commiſſi- 
oners Grace, it pleaſed my Lord Lauderdale that in the year 16750, 
conformity ſhould be again commanded, and prelled by new Acts of 
Parliament, and thoſe 1n my opinion, of a greater {cyerity, than the 
higheſt points in Chriſtianity could have allowed ; For by the fifth 
ACt of that Seſſion ( as alſo by the ſeventeenth ACt of the third Seſ. 
{ion ) 1t is ſtatuted, that 7o Non-conform-Mimſter , not licenſed by the 
Conncil,, or other perſon, not authoriſed by the Biſhop, ſhall ( fo much as) 
pray to God inany meeting, except in their own houſes, and to thoſe of their 
own families, and ſuch as ſhall be preſent, uot exceeding the number « 
four, and that all acceſſory to the contrary, ſhall be guilty of keeping 
conventicles, and puniſhed with the pains there ſpecified, the Article of 
| the Apoſtolick Creed 7 believe the Communion of Saints notwith- 
{tanding. Secondly, by the fame Act it 1s declared, tat whoſoever 
without licence or authority aforeſaid , ſhall preach or pray at any field. 
meeting , or in any houſe , where there be more perſons than the, houſe 
contains, ſo as ſome of them be without deors ( who may be only 
two or three, and, poſted rhere by . malice ) or. wha ſhall conve- 
cate theſe meetings, (hall be puniſhed with death , and confiſcation - of 
zheir goods, and the SEIZCIS of juch perſens are not only indem- 
ified for, any ſlaughter that {nall be commuted, in twe apprehendrng,, 
but alſo aſſured of frue hundred merks Scots of : reward for cach perſon 
by them ſeized and ſecured :; io mortal a thing 1s-this field-conven- 
ticling, the Meſſe and all its 1olatry bath nothing in it ſo deadly, 

| Thirdly, 
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Ekirdly, by tne fixth ACt of that Seſſion, there are confiderabic pe- 
cunial pains ordained againlt diſorderly baptiſms, fuch as thoſe 
are reckoned to be ze are performed by outed Miniſters not licen- 
ſed, or by any other than the pariſh 3limſter, without his Certificate, or, 
in caſe he be abſent , the certificate of one of the neighbouring Mins- 
ſteers. Fourthly, by tne ſeventh Act, it is appointed, that all his 
Majeſties ſubjects of tie reformed relizion (for Papiits that are without, 
God judgeih)) ſhall attend divine worſhip, in their own Churches, un- 
der the pecumal pains there mentioned toties qiiotles, cc. and in 
_cakany landed man ſhall withdraw tor the ſpace of a year, notwith- 
ſtanding their being therefore fully fined, they are to be preſented 
to his Majeſties Council, . who are authoriſed to require of them a bond 
not to Tiſe in arms againſt his Majeſty, or his Commiſſioner ( as it a man 
could not be ſo far diſſatisfied with a pitiful Counrey Curate, - but 
he muſt alſo be fuſpefted for dilattection to. his Majeity ) which 
if they refuſe, or delay , they are to be impriſoned, or baniſhed, and 
| both their. ſingle and life-rent eſcheat doth immediately fall to his Ma- 
jeſty. And laſtly by the ſecond Act of that ſame Seſlion,,. it 5s ſtaru- 
ted and ordained that all perſons, thereto called by the Council, or others 
having his Majeſties Authority, are obliged in conſcience ( very tair,) 
and duty, to declare and depoſe upon oath, their knowledge of any crime, 
and particularly of any conventicles, and of the circumſtances of the perſons 
preſent, and things done therein, may not then any one be broughr trom 
the ſtreets, and urged to become, upon oath, informer, accuſer 'or 
witneſs upon all, that he eyer ſaw or heard in his lite, againit himſelf, 
his iriend, father and all menelle ; or if he ſhall be ſo perverſely wicked, 
or diſloyal, as to refuſe or delay, he 1s to be puniſhed by fininr, cloje inipre- 
ſonment, or baniſhment- by ſending him to the Tadies, or eljewhere at the 
Councils pleaſure; lure $ the Spaniſh ,Inquilition hath. no broades 
warrant. And yet notwithſtanding all theſe, my Lord Lauderdale by 
anew Act of the third Seſlion of this Parliament procures the execu- 
tion of the aboye-mentioned .Acts againſt :conventiclers and with- 
drawers from publick worſhip, to be cnjoincd to all Sheritts and Ma- 
eiltrates, with, an expreſs proviſion that they ſhould render an ac- 
count yearly of their diligence under the paln of five hundred merks 

SCOLS. | TT: 
Bur all theſe great efforts of my. Lord Lauderdales zeal againſt Fana- 
ticks, Proving by far leſs fuccelsful, than that little ſpecimen of his 

Majeſties clemency , whcreunto Lauderdale had been by vihers in- 
clined, and it having plcaſed his Majeſty, in the year 1692.- tc - 
eratile bis Proteitant ſubjects in Ergland , with his royal good 
| __ agis 
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nels, he thinks meet at the ſame time to extend it, of new, to 
Scotland ;, and therefore gives to his Commillioner, then amongſt 
us, all neceſſary inſtruftions, tor compleating this work ; But 
his Grace being now quite freed. from all thoſe good influences 


wherewith ſometime he had been aCted , by a very uncourteous, - 


and rude application, ſadly marrs his Majetlies kindneſs, and fry. 
ſtrates its belt end ; for as much, asin place of that gracious relief, 
which, no doubt, was intended by his Majeſty, for all his non-con- 
forming good ſubjects, whether Miniſters, or people, he plainly 
turns this new Indulgence, into an univerſal confinement , of the 
whole non-conform Miniſters, unto ſome Pariſhes in a corner 
of the Countrey, leaving the reſt as dry' or wet , as the ground, 
about Gzdeons fleece, and that with 1ſnch a ſcorntul inconyeni- 
ence-( befides ſome other {crupling conditions that were alſo im- 
poſed ) that to ſeveral ſmall pariſhes having not above a thouſand 
communicants, and nine hundred or a thouſand merks Scots, of iti- 
pend, he cauſeth to be appointed three or tour Miniſters, contrair to 
all juſt proportions, and only with the ridiculous equality , © 
as little cure as little ſallary. Neither 1s he content to have rh»e 
tonized thule that were licenſed, but even they t' 

his Majelties favorr, muſt yet be madc 


i 
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cy; and therefore, it 1s further ordered, t « | 1 Þ-Con. 
form miniſters not licenſed, ſhould either colulviiit 4 thi Vaces 


of their dweliing, or elſe, before a certain dai, reprr to 2.0 re- 
ſide in the Pariſhes whereunto- Miniſters licenlcd are arpointed : ] 


ſhall not ſay, that his Grace did thus reſtrain and clogg this 1ndul- | 


gence, becauſe that the Council, upon a letter whici he had be- 
fore ſent them down, from his Majeſty, to know 1: Papiſts might 
allo haye ſome tolerance, returned their advice, that they thought 
It: neither neceſſary nor expedient ; but it 1s obvious enough, that 
it Papiſts had been "made partakers of this intended favour, it 
muſt of neceſſity have becn ſhaped out, and moulded,, by ſome 


more eafte regulation. And yet, as if by this conceſſion, there had | 


been accumulated upon the Fanaticks, a bounty to which nothing 
could be added, It 1s declared in the concluſion of the Councils 
Act, that they were not to look for any further enlargement, but 
that the laws for conformity were to be ſtrictly executed againit 
all contraveeners: but the truth is, there was another motive for 
this certification; ' his Grace knew very well, that not only the ge. 
nerality of that ſcrupling party over Scctland , were little obli- 
ped, by their being, in a manner, excepted from his Majeſtics 

Grace, 


( 
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Grace, which often makes- men, that before were unconcerned , 
to become more curious ; but that ſome of them, who were. 
now deprived of the liberty -which at firſe was allowed to them, 
were thereby much irritate : And therefore he, in time, provides 
this colour for tne executions that might again cnſue. And 
trulte, if I were to form conjectures of mens deligncs, On the 
meaſures, that viſibly appear to have been taken, in this ſorry 
contrivance , I yerily think, that all the ſpecious. commenda- 
tions, Wherewlth it was magnified , would ns maxe me 
forbear to ſay, that its rritedueſs and uncaſuicſ; ; [com rather 
to haye been intended for th? marring , than any thing elle for 
the promoveing of its ſucceſs. It 1s luſhciently man; iſelt to all in- 
genuous3 men , that the Non-conformilts , ry al} their {cruples , 
are not onely ſincerely , and ſecurely Loy al, but in cliect, fully as 
gentle and tractable , as can rattonally ” expected, from thoſe 
nope wherewith the Tadulzence it felt imports a diſpenſt : 
Beſides 1f diſperſion and the removing of the grounds of complaints 
be (as no doubt they are ) the moſt efſe&tual means, to quict ſuch 
opinionative diſtempers, what could have bcen more promiling , 
than to have diſpoled upon the {mall handiul of outcd Ninilſters, 
that remain , either by returning them all freely, to their own 
churches, or leaving them to ſettle, as fair invitations ſhould have 
determined -? But alas , who ſees not the ſtravg conſequences 
that would have enſued ? if all wid beaſts were once tained, han= 
ters and their ſport would be utterly ſpoiled, and a quiet and {1- 
shied Kingdom , ſecured fiom < 2linoſ the poſlibility of jorraign 
tyaſion , would need no more any ſixnamg foros, ferr lebs a 


fanding Commiſſioner , and how ſhould this poor Country, af 


ter ſo many vexations, have endured ſo great a loſs? Bat that his 
Graces well diſpoſedneſs , in aitairs ot this kind, may be the bet- 
ter underſtood, there 1s one inſtance of it, thar 1 cannot here omit, 
and 1t 1s thus; A little before this Indulgence was granted , there 
were two Country gentiemen , Hay of Ballhafie and Drum- 
mond of Meg gt: 1Sy brought 1 quettion , for L111S flat 0 IHOHS 1217 ADCs 
ner) of conv enticling ; the quality or their guilt was, that rhe 
rſt, had indeed. . had privatc mectings in his own houte, but the. 
Gd only charge d, With his wiſe and d; wehtcrs tranſgrel- 
lon : However , his Grace having tnought good, tamimediatly 
upon the dclation, to make over Ltt2ir fines 'unto his favourite 
the Earl of Arhole, and the gentlemen carchoting , that ro make 
the gratification ſuitable, there was no leſs, than the utmo!t rigour 
| | F | LO 
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to be expeted ; tiey judged 1t belt, to abandon their own de. 
fence , for a irien:ily tranſaftion, and therefore, caſting themielyes 
on the Earls diſcretion, tney agree with Lim in writing, the one ts 
pay him {ix handred pound ſterling, and the other four hundred pound 
ſterling; but when tney appear before the Council, My Lord Lay. 
aerdale, not content with what Athole had done, very arbitrarily and 
excrbitantly, procures the ſentence to b2 augmented againſt the firſt 
Lo a thouſand pound ſterling, and againft the other to five hundred 
pound ſterling, whether more generouſly towards his triend, who 
had got betore, ail that he had demanded, or more juſtly cowards 
the gentlemen, who relying upon the agreement, had prepared ng 
other defence, let the world jadge. I might allo add another exampl, 
of his Graces moderation, in cauſing the Counteſs of Wigtoun, a 
widow Lady, and otherwiſe cloathed with all the favourable circum- 
ſtances that conld be delired, to appear in perſon, before the Coun. 
£1], to anlwer for private mectings in her own houte, and to be fined 
in the ſum of five thouſand Merks Scots, thereby ſhewing an impar- 
tiality not to be byalled with any courteſie, But to return to ou: 
purpoie, 1 need not mention particulars, for confirming of what | 
have ſaid, of the errours committed, 1n ſhaping out this 1adulzence, 
[ts miſadyenture , as to the compoſing of matters, whereunto it pre- 
tended, hath afforded both to his Majeities Council, and to the 
Miniſters licenſed, too much unpleaſant exerciſe, in citations, exa. 
minations, and reiterate orders, to leave it in the leaſt doubtful, 
The thing, more worth our noticing, is to conlider, how forty: 
nately the event did fail out, to juſtifie my ſuſpicion 3 I touched, 
in the begianing , what an opportune pretext, when all other 
failed, theſe non-conforming dilerders did furnih to his Grace, for 
his laſt coming amongſt us: But becauſe the Letter, that he there: 
upon purchafed from his Majeſty to his Parl ament, doth not more | 
hold forth its true Author , in 1ts unſuitableneſs to his Majeſtic 

excellent pgoodnels , than exhibit to the world the trueit character 
oft My Lord Larderdates goodneſs and ſincerity in ail theſe affairs, in | 
lines of his own drawing 3 1 ſhall here ſet dowa art lenzth, ſome 
paſſages of it : © But one of the principal reaions of keeping this{eſ. 
«lon of Parliament, is to the end cffectual courzs may be latd down 
< for curbing and puniſhing the z»ſolext held-conventicles, and other 
&« fſeditious praiſes, which have ſince your laſt ſeſſion too much 
* abounded : You are our witnelles, what indulgences we have 
«K#tyen, and with what lenity we have nſed ſuch diſſenters, as 
* would be preaceadle , and how much | our tayours have bcen 


« ahuſcd. 
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«abuſed. You have made many good laws , but ſtill they have 


« failed 1n the execution againlt the contemnzrs of the law 5 we muſt 
© now ozce for all lay down ſuch ſolid and efetical courſes, as the 
« whole Kingdom may ſee, that we and you are both 17 earneſt, and 
« that if fairneſs WUL not, force muſt compel the refrattorie to be 
*© peaceable , and obey the law. We have had trequent experience 
* of your affection to our {eryice upon ſeveral occaſions, and 
«therefore we are conhident, you will emmeatly do your dutic 
'* ia this which doth ſo much concern our Authority and your 


<« own peace and quietneſs ; we leave the wayes and means to yout' 


« own wiſdom, and we expect you will lay down ſuch ſolid grotnds 
«© and take ſuch fettual ways , as may put an end to theſe diſor- 
« ders, and evidence to the world that our antient Kingdom of 
& Scotland 1$ at Quiet and united tous. We have inſtructed our 
« Commiltioner fully in this, &c. and he can well inform you of our 
«conſtant affection to,and care of, all the concerns of that our King- 
& gom, which cenſideration at this time, hath made us aijpence with. 
« hum here when his ſervice was ſo uſeful to us &c. and therefore you 
« ſhail give him intirerroſt, 2s we have hitherto done in all things. 
The text 1s plain and needs no comment ; I ſhall not ſay, with 
ſome Fanaticks , that it the Lord had not unexpectedly bear 
down to the earth, this perſecutour with his Letters, breathing out 
ſuch rareatnings , and flaugntcr, our Jand might have again been. 
turned Into a fſicld of blood and contution ; Nor will ] pofitiycly* 
affirm, that rhele minatory ftrains., were purpoſely intended for 
to overawe the Nation, to a more compliant ftbmiſſion to the 
mtrodution of a Service-book , Which it is well known, was both- 
deſigned and prepared , and ſhould have becn the great bulineſs. 
of his Grace his laſt coming down : But certainly, whoever” 
compares the expreſſions of this Letter , with all their circum- 
ſtances , viz. his Majeſties benign clemency to all innocent dif- 
ſenters ,, tne Ringdomes unqueſtionable quiet from all their &i- 
ſturbances , its. great and almoſt fole diitemper from my Lord Lau-' 
derdales own oppreſſions, th2 vilible neceſiity that forced 'him, at 
that time , to take ſanctuary amongſt us, and laitly the lorbearance 
and infiination, that he hath ſince uſed ,, toward the Non-confor-. 
miſts, to eaſe himſelf of a part, at leaſt, of that univerſal odim, 


which he finds to be againſt him 5 muſt- inevitably break forth 


in admiration , at this unmeaſured boldneſs, of abuſing his. 
Majeſties name and authority, to iſo many extravagancies. I heſea 
lave been bis wayes in the Church, fo like, ,in every ſtep, to his: 
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Ings in the State, that they neither could have any better ſucceſs, 
nor can receive a milder cenſure. But now his Grace , having 
rode out this ſtorm of grievances, delivercd | xg from Parlia. 
ments, and deicated all h! 11S CNEMUCS, 1N OTUCT TO 1s return to Court, 
relolves (as it 15 probable ) to give the Ringcom A proof, both of 
his own [rce and unconſtrained. benevolence, and allo of his great 
power and intercit with his Majeſty; and therefore, there 1s a letter 
produced, from the ing to his Councl, bearinz, that his Majeſties 
ffection for us, makes him ready to emyrace all oc ccaſions X whereby he 
may witneſs his Zeal, Ls do all things, winch may be for our advantage, 
and eaſe ; and that vuing informed by his Commiſſioner, of fome things 
which have been, ana ſtill are, troubleſume, and burdenſume to 1, he hath 
thourrt fit, tm hs royal bounty, and oy his royal authority, to aeclare 
his royal pleaſure for the diſcharging of all impiſttions , due before. his 
reſtoration, «ll reſis of the taxation er.nted by the Parliament 1633. all 
arrcars of the annuity. of tythes, preceding the year 1669. and all fine; 
ampoſed by kis Mijeſtucs firſt Parliament, cxceptins always from all 
theſe, all ſumms of money already paid , or for wich bond is £1ven 
preceding the date of the letter: And laſtly his MMijeſty doth grant, a 
general pardon and diſcharge of all arbitrary and pecumal pains z in 
curred before the cate of the letter, extending even ro thoſe ag ainj 
Conventicles, withdrawing from tb  HIAHCES > diſo acrly b. priſms Aid 
MArTIATES, CXCEPHINT novertbeleſs, all capital crimes, and ſentences of 
ban ment, mpriſorm:at, or confinement. Upon this letter , there 
being a Proclamation voted and formed by the Council, It was 
the next day made, with the folemniti:s of the Magiltraes 1N their 
robe:, the Citizens tn arms, ringing of bells, ſhooting of guns, pub- 
lick feaſting, bonelires, and all other ceremonies that were u ed, 
in the moſt extraordinary occa{ions of joy: I ſhall nor inſiſt on the 
peoples wonder, at the vain pomp, ol theſe circumſtances, who 
could find nothing ſuitable in the {x ject 3 nor on the criticizings | 

of the more malign fort, who Fegretting, that his Majeltics afectr 
on and zcal for our good, thould rather have been direted by my 
Lord Lauderdales ſcant and partial foggeſtions than by the full and 
faithful advice of his Parliament, ob{:rved firſt, that the exception 
in the ditcharge of the reſts of IMPI1UTLONS, taxations and lines, was 
"US broader than the releaſe it ſelf, the countrey having, now 
for thirteen years, been ſo vexed a and haraſſtd for theſe things, tat 
there is nothing left to be. diſcharged, lave a few deſperate, "and ir- 
recoy qo remains, SEeconc ly, that a general pardon and dit. 
charge of arbitrary and pecuktial pains, 15 an ordinary grace, culto. 
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mary to be granted in moſt Parliaments, with fuch a latitude as 
they think ht to give it, I hirdly, That the extenſion of this par- 
don even to Convieiiticles, Kc. can have no emphaſis, unleſs we ſuppoſe, 
conventicling and non-confornming, to be worle than Sabbath-break- 
ing, profane {wearing, drinking, whoring, ulury, extortion, and 
the like. Fourthly , that the exception of bamſhments, mmpriſon- 
ments and confinements, Whereina few Fanatick miniſters are moſtly 
concerned, appears to be an unleaionable reſerve of a peevilh rigour : 
and Fifthly, that the ityle of the Proclamation, viz. We with advice 


foreſaid, do hereby ſtatute and enatt, and accordingly diſcharge to our ſul 


jelts,all reſts and afſeſſements,&C. is not only forced but more Parliamer- 
tary than proper for ſuch edicts. . 

But the thing we rather remarque 15, that juſt and important 
exception, moved againit this letter and proclamation, by Dake Ha- 
milton and others in Council, viz. that Duke Hamilton having an 
undoubted right to the taxation 1633. by a contract betwixt his 
late Majeſty and Zames tnen Duke of Hamilton,and alſo by a Commiſſ'« 
on from his now Majeſty, tor ſecurity and repayment to him of a 
conſiderable fum of money , the ſame could not be taken away 
n this ſummary way, without lawful hearing ; upon which ex- 
ception Duke Hamilton (as he declared) Gi not inlifſt, for the va- 
lue of the thing, bur for obviating ip dangerous a preparative ts 
every mans right and property > this at{charge was overtur'd 
both by himſelt and others, during the fitting of the Parliament , 
and 11 it had been proſecuted that way, all mens intereſts might 
have been' conſidered, and allo the countrey more effeCtual. 
ly ſecured : But after rej2Cuing of that method, to have made 
choice of this, was an {introducing of preſidents of an evil aſpect : 
And yet albeit 1t was refolved by the belt Lawyers, ina writing 
under their hands, that Duke Hamztons right was unqueſtionable, 
that the King in ſuch caſes wtzrur jure privati, and that by the funda- 
mental law of the Land, no mans right could be taken away fumma- 
ry by letter and proclamation ( which plca was alto confirmed by the 
ſuffrage of the Judges there preſent) neverthelets it was with ex- 
tream heat and pain that my Lord La/erdale could be induced to 
conſent to rhe reſerving of Duke Hail ons right, as we find it 
to be done, 1n the Proclamation. 1 have before mentioned , the 
letter impetrate from his Majily again!'t Mr, Rougheed Town- 
Clerk of. Fdeavurgh, and the offence which generally it gave , 
becaule of the invaſion of property and Iierty,. thereby tizrcar- 
ned; but now, that my Lord La»iydalc ſhould hays again , and 
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thus openly, and avowedly, relapſed into ſo pernicious an error, it 
doth maniteſtly evince, a deſign of arbitrarineſs, beyond the excules of 
cither tolly or fatality. | 

And yer after this,and all his other high and ſtrange miſdemeanors, 
which I have hitherto related, my Lord Landerdale had the conf. 
dence to preſent to the Council, a letter of anſwer to be ju. 
icribed by ther, and ſent up to the Ring, wherein thanks are not 
only returned for his Majelties gracious letter of releaſe , but allo 
tor his readineſs ſhewed by his Commiſſioner , to have rectified all 


our grievances, that were orderly reprelented : I will not here take. 


notice of the diſſents, entered by a conſiderable part of the Council, 
again{t fuch a groundleſs and impoling practice, as his Grace would 
delude the common people, by bells and bonefires , and other empry 
aad r:diculous ſhews, doth. he allo think, that men of underitanding, 
will ſ{ffer their eyes to be put out ? 1s it not enough, that he hath 
tyrannzed over us, with fo much pride and oppreſſion, but that he 
mult moreover offer violence to our {enies, and not only obſtrud 
our prayers and cryes to his Majeſty for his compaſiion and help, 
but even endeavour to elicit flattering approbations and applauſles 
for palliating and ſupporting theie grols malveriations;, for which, 
nevertheleſs, it is beyond peradventure , tnat ſo ivon as he ſhall be 
| arrived at Court, he will think fit to ſecure himſeit, as ne hath al- 
ready done for his far inferior tranſgreſſions in England , by his 
Majeſties remiſſion and pardon ? 

Certainly , the free conſideration of theſe things, might ſtir 
np, and raiſe every ingenuous ſpirit, to the higheſt meaſure of in- 
dignation, did not his Majeſties concern, and engagement therein, 
far more powerfully encline to a dutiful regret. Who can ob- 
ſerve, without an aſtoniſhing grief, this Kingdom, lately ſo over: 
joyed for hiz Majeſties reſtoration , and overiiowing 1in all the 
poſlible expreſſions of the moſt loyal acxnowledgements,, now 
ſunk into the ſaddeſt depths of mourning, and darkned, by rea- 
{on of the withholding of the rayes of his Majeſties gractous coun- 
tenance, with clonds of jealouſies, which no man is willing to 
entertain, or yet able to diſſipate? And who can tink, without 
a moſt ſenſible affliction , that his Majeſties moſt excellent under- 
ſtanding, and moſt benign diſpoſition, in all other occaſions, ſhould 
in theſe matters of the higheſt conſequence, be lo oddly poilelt, 
with ſuch a ſtrange averſion , to hearken to a moſt loyal Parlta- 
ment, and to be adviſed by his moſt affeCtionate ſubjects ? And laſtly, 
who can ſee, ( without a confuſion, and riltng ot paſlions, aot is 
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be exprelled, ) the Duke of Lauderdale, a perion ſo inſignificant for 
the adyance of his Majeſties ſ-rvice, and of late, become ſo extra- 


vagant and unacceptable, eyen in his private deportment and ordi- 


nary converfation with all men; yet, 1n thele publick and great 
affairs, wherein he hath ſo wildly miſcarried, to preponderate, in 
his Majz{ties eſteem, to the univerial outcry of two Nations, the wt- 
prejudicate complaint of two Parliaments, and the viſible diſturbing, 
if not breaking, of the peace and quiet of two Kingdoms ? I ſhall not 
offer at the arts, charms or inchantments, whereby theſe wonderful 
things may be brouzht to paſs; It 1s but too too manifeſt, that 
where my Lord Lauderdale did ſometime ſtand in the moſt undutiful 
difference, and ſeemingly irreconcileable diſtance, he hath of late,ſince 


the beginning of the lalt Dutch War , and theariſing of the jealoufies, 


which did commence with it, procured to himſelf ſo firm a friendſhip, 
and ſo ſure a ſupport, that the more that theſe jealouſies and their 
dillatisfaftions have encreaſed , the more hath this favour been cor- 
firmed, and intended. But why ſhould I grope in theſe ſuſpicious 
conjectures, wherein all good men, do rather deſire, to find themt- 
ſelves deceived, than further cleared? Let us rather wiſh, That his 
Majeſties eyes may be opened, and his heart turned towards this his 
antient Kingdom; and in the mean time be eſtabliſhed in this moſt 
hxed aſſurance, that notwithſtanding of all the colours, pretenſions, 
and 1n{mnuations, that my Lord Laxderdale can employ, for the ad- 
vancing, of his particular intereſt, and ambitious humours, againſt 
the publick good of the Nation, and for the bearing down of its beſt 
ſubjects ; yet the longed for iſſue 1s as certain, as that reaſon 1s rea- 
ſon, and men arc men. 


